
After jointly hosting with the St. Vincent School 
of Theology the highly successful Concilium 
International Conference last June 29-July 
1, 2017, Adamson University organized yet 
another academic international gathering. It was 
called 1st International Conference on Redesigning, 
Re-engineering Academic Directions for Global 
Competitiveness (ICRRADGC) held at the 
Manila Hotel on September 28-29, 2017.

ICRRADGC brought together government 
officials, academics from within and outside the 
country, students, and industry movers to reflect 
on how education can put technology to its 
advantage. A total of 374 participants attended 
the conference.

In his welcome remarks, Adamson University 
President Fr. Marcelo V. Manimtim, CM, 
mentioned the 50th anniversary of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and how 
the association has envisioned inter-government 
cooperation and facilitated economic, political, 
educational, and cultural development among 
member-nations. He also cited Adamson 
University and its celebration of 85 years 

as an educational institution. Against these 
backgrounds, he asked what could be done to 
further the ASEAN integration and what must be 
done to maximize Adamson graduates’ adaptive 
skills, innovation, and social responsibility in the 
broader arena of social and cultural development 
of our nation. “The challenge of the conference 
is to explore and discuss what adjustments can be 
made on established policies, what innovations 
can be done on time-tested processes, and what 
best practices shall be the way for us to move 
forward,” he said in concluding his welcome 
message.  

The keynote speaker was Secretary Fortunato 
T. Dela Peña of the Department of Science and 
Technology (DOST). He was introduced by Fr. 
Andrew S. Bayal, CM – VP for Student Affairs of 
Adamson University. Sec. Dela Peña started his 
talk by mentioning Vigormin, an organo-mineral 
product for effective septic system management 
and good sanitation, invented by one of 
Adamson’s faculty in chemical engineering, Dr. 
Merlinda Palencia, along with Mr. Clifford Dural. 
He said that DOST and Adamson partnered in 
supporting its development and production, 

Administrators of Adamson University took 
time off from their daily grind and spent three 
days to conduct a strategic planning session in 
Bakasyunan Resort and Conference Center in 
Tanay, Rizal last May 17-19, 2017. Attending 
the three-day gathering were the president, vice 
presidents, deans, chairpersons, directors, and 
two student representatives. Mr. Caesar Parlade, 
managing partner of Reyes Tacandong and 
Company, a professional services firm, facilitated 

the sessions. The Institutional Planning and 
Policy Development (IPPDO) coordinated the 
activity.

On the first day of the planning session, the 
vision-mission and core values of the university 
were revisited. The attendees were asked to 
reflect on two questions: How has the vision 
and core values guided strategy in the past?; 
and how do you think can you do this better? 

Opening the academic year with renewed 
vigor and strengthened with the commitment 
to the credo of providing quality Vincentian 
education, the Adamson community, led by 
the University administrators, faculty members, 
and co-academic staff, held the Annual General 
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From left: Ms. Diane Eustaquio, Executive Director of IdeaSpace (Plenary Speaker); Fr. Marcelo V. Manimtim, 
CM, Adamson University President; Secretary Fortunato T. Dela Peña of the Department of Science and 

Technology (Keynote Speaker); Dr. Izmail M.D. Zain from the Department of Educational Technology, Institute 
of Teacher Education, Malaysia (Plenary Speaker).
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~ St. Vincent

God allows us to give rise to the practice of two beautiful virtues: 
perseverance, which leads us to attain the goal, and constancy, which 

helps us to overcome difficulties.
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Editorial

by Fr. Marcelo V. 
Manimtim, CM

Homily delivered by Fr. Marcelo V. Manimtim, 
CM, president of Adamson University during the 
Mass at the St. Vincent de Paul Parish Church 
on October 6, 2017 in celebration of Teachers and 
Employees’ Day

Yesterday, we in the Philippines celebrated 
“Teachers’ Day,” the end of a month-long 
celebration in other countries. At Adamson, 
our celebration focuses not only on the 
teachers, the faculty members. We include the 
co-academic staff and the other employees to 
bring home the point that we are all together 
in the educative mission. This is the sense of 
the first reading we hear from the letter of St. 
Paul to the Ephesians, that “grace is given to 
each one of us according to the measure of 
Christ’s gifts.” Some are called to be apostles, 
others as evangelists, and others as pastors and 
teachers to equip everyone for the building 
up of the body of Christ. In our case, we are 
given the work to be administrators, directors, 
teachers, and staff, so that living and practicing 
the truth in love, acting like supporting 
ligaments, we bring about the growth of the 
whole community. Has anyone wondered 
about the motto of the university? What is the 
motto? Veritas in Caritate – living the truth in 
love is taken from this letter of St. Paul.

What we say about teachers, we say, too, in 
great measure, of others who share in the 
educative mission of the university. In many 
forms of media, people have been asked to 
say something about their teachers. You 
would have noticed several things about the 

comments or responses. Many say this in 
different forms: “Apart from my parents, my 
teachers have done the most to shape my 
life.” Notable is George Lucas, acknowledged 
as one of the most creative film producers of 
our era and among those who said the fore 
mentioned, say it to refer to their teachers in 
grade school and high school.  The meaning 
is clear: we give credit to teachers in our more 
formative period.

When we wonder about the reasons for the 
weakness of the educational system in the 
country, I believe part of the reason is found 
in the foundational stage of the system: in the 
pre-elementary, elementary, and secondary 
stages. Instances are made of the systems 
followed in some countries like Finland and 
Japan that contrast dramatically from ours. 
Yet, since the educative process continues, we 
continue to stress the crucial role of teachers 
for the development of our country.

The teacher’s role in society becomes more 
relevant as we talk of the human capital. In 
this instance, I recall the plea that educators 
(led by PACU members) made to President 
Duterte to approve the house bill that became 
Republic Act 10931 or the “Universal Access 
to Quality Tertiary Education Act.” We made 
the appeal that as he promised the project 
of “Build, Build, Build” referring to the 
infrastructures that would jump-start the 
economy, not to forget the “human capital” 
involved in the Quality Tertiary Education 
Act.  The human capital that we talk of in 

education captures the social, biological, 
cultural and psychological complexity of the 
human being that we find in the educative 
process.

To capacitate teachers and co-academic 
staff for this gigantic task of fashioning the 
human capital into its full potential, we 
understand several things need to happen. I 
am saying this not as illusory desiderata but 
as expressions of things that we would like to 
happen in Adamson. They are general terms 
that we would like to put concrete measures 
to in Adamson. Several of them are already 
happening; others we need to strengthen.  
They are the following: access to high-quality 
training and opportunities for professional 
development. Others would want to put 
the matters bluntly: “Teachers need bigger 
pay.” We’ll see! And teachers need to enjoy 
academic freedom. Several difficulties that 
we’ve faced involving faculty members, 
administrators and students point to the need 
that we discuss this issue seriously.  

What are the qualities that we see in a good 
teacher? There are so many, so allow me to 
mention a few.

1. Expertise. A teacher knows the subject 
intimately and present it in an enthralling 
way. After decades of changing texts and 
instructional methods, the most active 
ingredient in improving schools are the 
knowledge and skill of teachers. Early this 
morning, I read this story in Facebook.  A 
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giant ship engine failed. The ship’s owners 
tried one expert after another, but none could 
figure out how to fix the engine. Then they 
brought in an old man who had been fixing 
ships since he was young. He carried a large 
bag of tools with him, and when he arrived, 
he immediately went to work. He inspected 
the engine carefully, from top to bottom. Two 
of the ship’s owners were there watching this 
man, hoping he would know what to do. After 
looking things over, the old man reached into 
his bag and pulled out a small hammer. He 
gently tapped something. Instantly, the engine 
lurched into life. He carefully put his hammer 
away. The engine was fixed! A week later, the 
owners received a bill from the old man for 
ten thousand dollars. “What?!” the owners 
exclaimed. “He hardly did anything!” So they 
wrote the old man a note saying, “Please send 
us an itemized bill.” The man sent a bill that 
read: tapping with a hammer: $2.00, knowing 
where to tap: $9,998.00. Effort is important, 
but knowing where to make an effort makes 
all the difference!

Those of us who attended the ICRRADGC 
2017 would remember the comment that 
Sec. de la Peña of DOST made. He suggested 
that research as condition of promotion of 
faculty members be revisited, as he alluded to 
the excellent work that teachers do in their 
instructional expertise.

Expertise refers not only to content but also 
to methodology and person management. I 
remember the old missionary in the Solomon 
Islands, when he learned that I was starting 
the seminary. He said simply, you may not 
know all the facts and information to give to 
the students, but teach them where to find 
them. Teacher dominated classroom has to 
give way to teacher facilitated classroom. The 
teacher guides the students to use technology 

to find the latest information, assess 
its validity and communicate 
with experts.

2. Compassion. The 
teacher spends more 
time in direct contact 
with students in the 
classrooms. The 
teacher needs to 
understand that 
students’ attitudes 
and emotions need 
nurturing in the 
learning process. This 
applies equally to the 
time and attention that 
service counters in the 
university give to all the 
clients. Teaching and learning 
is about their hearts as well as 
their minds. Instead of competition, 
students have to be taught teamwork, 
to collaborate with each other. Instead of 
cut-throat competition, students have to be 
taught the values of love and compassion. 
There is a saying in Latin, which goes: Nemo 
dat quod non habet. Nobody gives what he/
she does not have. We teach compassion if we 
give compassion. Teachers mold students into 
leaders of thought and action, into agents of 
social transformation by what happens in the 
classrooms.

3. Dedication, a love for the job. If you believe 
in it, the students will believe in you and what 
you teach.

4. And patience. Holding the power to shape 
the future is not easy. Learning is not done 
in urgency; it is a process, and progress can 
be slow. The more difficult and slow students 
you have, the more of patience you need to 

practice. You 
will not always 

see the fruits of your 
efforts, but continue with patience and they 
will come.

I would like to end with the gospel, which is 
the commissioning of the disciples. After the 
short time that he has spent with the disciples, 
teaching them, making them see what he does, 
making them understand their difficulties, 
Jesus sends the disciples to all nations, asking 
them to teach the peoples to observe all that 
he has commanded them. He assures them 
that he has given them the needed powers, 
and that he will be with them till the end 
of days. As we thank all the teachers, the 
co-academic staff and employees, be assured 
that you have received the commissioning of 
Christ. You hold the molding of the future of 
the land in your hands. Teach and mold and 
the Lord will bless you. 
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Adamson University, through the Office for 
Institutional Advancement (OIA), held a 
Benefactors’ Night for the University’s alumni 
sponsors and corporate donors at the Manila 
Hotel last June 15, 2017.

The Benefactors’ Night is a regular activity 
hosted by the OIA in cooperation with the 
Adamson University Alumni Association, 

Inc. (AUAAI), as a way to honor the alumni 
sponsors and corporate donors who continue 
helping Adamson in a variety of ways and at the 
same time encourage and reinforce the spirit of 
giving among the ranks of the alumni.

The program was officially opened with an 
opening remark from Ms. Rose Ann Fontelera, 
BS Commerce 1974, and the current president 

of AUAAI. This was followed by an inspirational 
message from Fr. Marcelo V. Manimtim, CM, 
Adamson University President.

A projected video clip featured the Falcon athlete 
scholars who benefit from the programs and 
donations given by the University’s benefactors. 
Dinner was then served to the guests, while the 
Adamson Band serenaded them. Proceeding 
with the dinner, Fr. Rafael K. Eloriaga, CM, 
VP for Financial Affairs, gave a financial report 
outlining the details of the University’s expenses 
for the benefactors in attendance.

Jan Roelrey Tecson, CPA, gave his testimony 
as one of the previous beneficiaries of 
the scholarship programs provided by the 
benefactors. His testimony was followed by 
Atty. Ponciano V. Cruz, Jr., a member of the 
University’s Board of Trustees, giving a response 
from the side of the donors.

The night ended with the awarding of plaques 
to the benefactors of the University.

The Benefactors’ Night was spearheaded by 
Ms. Eva Dulay, OIA director, with Ms. Arlene 
Paredes as the night’s master of ceremonies.

University News
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Adamson recognizes alumni sponsors 
in Benefactors’ Night

In an effort to share best practices among 
Vincentian academic institutions, Dr. Conrado 
Gempesaw, president of St. John’s University in 
New York, USA visited Adamson University and 
lectured to an audience composed of university 
administrators, college deans, department 
chairpersons and some office directors about 
the challenges to higher education in the 
United States at the B.A. Multimedia room on 
July 10, 2017.

Adamson University 
President Fr. Marcelo 
V. Manimtim, 
CM, gave the 
welcoming remarks 
for the activity. The 
president gave a brief 
introduction for 
the SJU prexy and 
shared an anecdote 
on Dr. Gempesaw. 
Fr. Manimtim 
reiterated words he 
once heard from Dr. 
Gempesaw—calling 

him Bobby, as he is fondly known—during the 
SJU president’s investiture on 2014: “as a teacher 
and a scholar, it is a privilege to transform the 
lives of students through the education they 
receive.” The Adamson president also hailed 
SJU’s contribution to Catholic education in the 
United States.

Dr. Gempesaw then proceeded with his lecture 
titled “Challenges in U.S. Higher Education.” 

He started by narrating the experience of 
Vincentian academic institutions worldwide, 
and how three out of the four are now managed 
by Filipinos—with Dr. Gempesaw taking the 
helm at SJU on 2014 and Dr. Gabriel Esteban 
assuming presidency of DePaul University last 
July 1. Dr. Gempesaw also shared the history 
of St. John’s University from its foundation in 
1870 up to its expansion into a global university, 
with campuses in Queens, Staten Island, and 
Manhattan (all in New York), and in Rome, 
Paris, and Seville. He also shared a profile of 
SJU’s enrollment and its various innovations as 
a higher learning institution.

This was followed with an outline of issues 
confronted by collegiate academic institutions 
in the United States including increasing 
budget constraints; student success (graduate 
expectancy); rapid technological changes 
(distance learning as a strategic direction); 
changing demographics in enrollment; growing 
global competitions; changes in governing 
boards, external stakeholders, faculty, parents and 
students; and value proposition and assessment 

Continue to page 15

SJU prexy shares experiences with Adamson

Dr. Conrado Gempesaw, President of St. John’s University, draws lessons from their 
experience as a Catholic University and a Vincentian institution in the United States.

Adamson University ensures the active involvement of its own alumni even after they leave San Marcelino. The 
Benefactor’s night is one of the many activities that recognize them for their all-out support to the University
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AdU holds appreciation 
day for industry partners

To acknowledge the significant support that 
industry partners extend to the University year 
after year, the Center for Guidance, Counseling, 
Placement and Testing Services held the 6th 
Industry Partners Appreciation Day last May 3 
at the Muralla Hall in Bayleaf Hotel, Intramuros. 
The theme was Soar to Greatness through 
Strong Industry-Academe Partnership.

During the program, Mr. Richmond Yap, 
director of the Center for Guidance Office 
gave the welcome remarks. He was followed by 
Ms. Lally Cabanela, coordinator for Placement 
Services, who gave an acknowledgment to the 
administrators and industry partners.

Fr. Marcelo V. Manimtim, CM, University 
President, addressed the activity as well. He was 
followed by Dr. Catherine Castañeda, VP for 
Academic Affairs, who gave a backgrounder 

for Adamson’s thrusts 
towards centennial 
year 2032 through 
partnerships between 
industries and the 
academe.

After the speeches, 
a luncheon meeting 
was held in order to provide time for the 
participants to network with the industry 
partners. A Memorandum of Agreement was 
also signed between the University and its 
industry partners and was led by Fr. Manimtim.

Certificates of Appreciation and tokens were 
then awarded to the industry partners.

Mr. Celso Mangaoil, Jr., delivered the closing 
remarks.

The appreciation day aims to sustain and 
improve the relationship between the University 
and its industry partners for their continued 
effort in providing competent trainings and 
job opportunities for future Adamson alumni. 
The day also provides recognition to industries 
that contribute to the University’s curriculum 
development and provides opportunities for 
faculty immersions.

Adamson celebrates 
10th year of Vincentian 
Popular Mission 
To mark a decade of the Vincentian Popular 
Mission in Adamson University, a thanksgiving 
celebration was held on May 22 at the Ozanam 
Audio-Visual Room.

The celebration was spearheaded by the Office 
for Vincentian Identity and Mission under its 
director, Ms. Pamela Mantuhac. The theme 
of the program was Isang Dekada ng Misyon: 
Isang Pasasalamat and was kicked off with a 
concelebrated Thanksgiving Mass at 5:30 pm.

The Vincentian Popular Mission was established 
ten summers ago on the initiative of the 
University to carry the Vincentian legacy of 
creatively responding to those who are in need 
and evangelizing through words and deeds.

The yearly mission is comprised of volunteers 
– students, University personnel, and priests 
from the Congregation of the Mission – who 
integrate themselves with communities, hold 
daily “dialogues of life,” and encourage the local 
folks to take the sacraments.

This was followed by the presentation of the 
focus group discussion results done by the 
different sectors of the university several days 
prior to the planning proper. The results were 
collated and categorized into strengths and 
weaknesses. The participants commented and 
offered suggestions to further fine-tune the 
strengths and weaknesses presented. This was 
followed by the explanation of the Balanced 
Scorecard that would serve as the basis for 
the formulation of the strategic initiatives, 
accountabilities, and milestones that would 
eventually form the body of the strategic plan.  
The scorecard had five perspectives, namely, 
People, Academia Management, Stakeholders, 
Financial Viability, and Vincentian Identity. 
The last one serves as an overarching 
perspective – with Adamson University 
being a Vincentian institution. In the evening 
and early morning of the second day, the 
Executive Committee (Execom), composed 
of the president and the vice presidents, sat 
down to review what had been discussed 
during the day in preparation for their own 
individual presentations.

At the start of the second day, the Execom 
presented their individual reports on the 
strategic initiatives, accountabilities, and 
milestones. Further discussions were done 
and more questions and clarifications were 
raised. What followed was the presentation 
of the Critical Strategic Objectives that were 
crafted with the Balanced Scorecard in mind.

Split into five groups, the participants spent the 
whole afternoon fleshing out the details of the 
strategic objectives, KRA and KPI, strategies/
initiatives, owners, targets and resources. 
The results of these group discussions were 
presented and discussed on the third day. After 
a whole morning of lively exchange of ideas 
and deliberations, the participants came out 
with the final template of the strategic plan, 
although some program specifications were 
still to be finalized in the coming days upon 
returning to the University.

University president Fr. Marcelo V. Manimtim, 
CM, delivered the closing remarks with a 
hopeful note that the next five years may set 
the university on an ever-progressive journey 
to the future. The attainment of its goals will 
depend on the combined effort of each and 
every member of the Adamson community.

From page 1

Adamson draws up...

University President, Fr. Marcelo V. Manimtim, CM, iterates the importance of 
academe and industry partnership in providing holistic education and molding 

competitive graduates.
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Assembly 2017 at the Adamson University 
Theater on June 13, 2017.

The assembly started with a Mass of the Holy 
Spirit, and was celebrated by Fr. Gregorio 
L. Bañaga, Jr., CM, President Emeritus of 
Adamson University and Provincial Visitor of 
the Congregation of the Mission-Philippine 
Province, along with the CM priests working 
in the university. In his homily, Fr. Bañaga 
referenced the similarities in the tasks of 
the Holy Spirit and Adamson University as 
an educational institution responsible for 
transforming the minds and spirits of its 
students. He also reiterated the importance of 
the University in continuing the works of the 
Holy Spirit, in the same way that the Holy 

Spirit inspired the apostles 
to continue spreading the 
Word of the Lord.

The mass was followed by 
the opening remarks from 
the host college, given by Dr. 
Gliceria Lunag, acting dean 
of the College of Education 
and Liberal Arts. In her 
opening remarks, Dr. Lunag 
mentioned the definition of 
excellence as “giving one’s 
work.” She reminded the 
community not to rest on 
the laurels that the University 
has achieved but instead, 
face squarely the variety of 
challenges that confronts 
the University, including 
the K+12 implementation, 

ASEAN integration, and facing global 
standards. She continued talking about the 
University’ commitment to live with the 
Vincentian Identity and of advancing the 
compassion for the less fortunate but specially 
among ourselves. She concluded her speech 
with a reminder through a quotation from 
St. Vincent de Paul: “It is not enough to do 
good. It must be done well.”

Audiovisual presentations from the 
offices under the President and the Vice 
Presidents were also shown, listing a report 
of the numerous feats accomplished by 
the University during the past year. The 
presentations outlined the achievements of 
the different facets of the University such 

as: acceptances in national and international 
conferences; board topnotchers and general 
performances in the licensure exams; linkage 
programs with international universities; 
researches funded and completed; new 
partnerships with corporations and other 
institutions; innovations in administrative 
processes; programs for faculty, staff, and 
students; and the financial status of the 
university.

The general assembly capped off with 
an inspirational message from University 
President Fr. Marcelo V. Manimtim, CM. Fr. 
Manimtim highlighted the need to look into 
the future of Adamson as a top-rank university, 
discussing the community’s obligation to 
“take small yet decisive steps to secure the 
distant future.” He also made a reference to 
the theme of the general assembly: Providing 
Excellent Vincentian Education Through 
an Empowered People; and stating the 
importance of developing and enhancing the 
University’s human resource. 

Fr. Manimtim continued with University’s 
commitment to give service to those who are 
less fortunate, reflecting on the 400th year of 
the Vincentian Charism. The President also 
said that the Vincentian identity is part of the 
empowering process and reiterated that “being 
Vincentian is not a name, but a character we 
bear.” The President ended his message by 
stating the need to be clear and concrete with 
setting the University’s milestones, echoing 
the indicators for development as stated and 
defined by the University’s strategic plans 
from 2017 to 2022.

From page 1

Adamson University opens academic year...

SVST and Adamson University co-host Concilium 2017
The St. Vincent School of Theology (SVST) 
in Tandang Sora, Quezon City and Adamson 
University co-hosted the International 
Concilium Conference 2017 from June 29-
July 1, 2017 at the Adamson University Theater. 
The general theme of the conference was Asian 
Christianities: (Post)colonial Encounters.

Leading the ranks of 27 internationally 
acclaimed theologians invited as plenary 
speakers were two keynote speakers, namely, 
His Eminence Luis Antonio G. Cardinal Tagle, 
DD, Archbishop of Manila, and Felix Wilfred, 
president of Concilium.

Concilium is one of the leading international 
theological journals that encourages contextual 
reflections on the signs of the times in the spirit 
of Vatican II. It was founded in1965 and is 

published five times a year. Meritorious papers 
presented at the international conference would 
be considered for publication in the journal.
Holding the international conference for 
the first time in Asia, Concilium aimed to put 
forward studies on histories, epistemologies, 
and theologies that shaped Christianity in the 
Asian context. This involved researches on Asian 
Christianity and its responses to colonialism and 
post-colonialism.

The international conference also brought 
the conversation table milestones in Asian 
Christianity, such as the 500th anniversary of 
the Philippine encounter with the Christian 
West in 2021, the 45th year of the Federation 
of Asian Bishops’ Conference and the 85th 
foundation anniversary of Adamson University, 
both this 2017.

As such, Asian theologians and intellectuals 
were at the forefront of conversations with the 
Concilium’s Board of Editors, in an effort to 
contextualize and further develop discourses on 
Asian Christianity.

The 500th anniversary of the Reformation 
this 2017 also brought to the table, Concilium 
theologians – both Catholics and Protestants 
– as they reflected on the same theme in an 
ecumenical spirit.

The International Conference was also 
supported by the Catholic Biblical Association 
of the Philippines (CBAP) and Damdaming 
Katoliko sa Teolohiya (DAKATEO) - Catholic 
Theological Society of the Philippines.

With University President Fr. Marcelo Manimtim, CM, ushering the 
way towards the new academic year, new University officials and academic 
administrators took their oath as part of Adamson University’s General 

Assembly on June 13 at the AdU Theater.



Adamson University’s Innovation Technology 
Support Office (ITSO) participated in the 
WIPO National Workshop held in Manila last 
March 27-31.

The workshop was organized by the World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), 
in cooperation with the Intellectual Property 

Office of the Philippines (IPOPHIL), and with 
the assistance of the Japan Patent Office.

The 5-day workshop introduced innovations for 
the quick transfer of intellectual property and 
technology in the university setting, registration 
and licensing of intellectual properties, and 
its coordination and implementation. The 
workshop also included round table discussions 
on policies that could be enacted by higher 
learning institutions related to intellectual 
properties.

Adamson University was chosen as one of 
the hubs, where IP practitioners can come 
together as a community and hasten the process 
of recognizing innovations and technologies. 

Along with Adamson, also considered as 
hubs were University of Santo Tomas, Bataan 
Peninsula State University, Bicol University, 
Capiz State University, Negros Oriental State 
University, Palawan State University, University 
of the Philippines, University of San Carlos, and 
the University of Southeastern Philippines.

Representing Adamson University for the 
workshop were Engr. Noe Enriquez, ITSO 
Marketing Head; Dr. Venusmar Quevedo, 
ITSO Manager; Dr. Merlinda Palencia, Project 
Manager for Vigormin Technology; Anna 
Ramos, ITSO IP Development Head; and Gil 
Gabriel Villancio.
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with DOST providing the machines and 
equipment and Adamson investing in the land 
and plant in Batangas. He encouraged other 
schools to follow Adamson’s lead. He also 
mentioned in passing the pioneering efforts 
of the university in chemical engineering and 
industrial engineering education.

The main focus of his keynote speech, 
however, was the thrust of his department 
encapsulated in the tag-line Science for the 
People. DOST was placing a prominent role 
for science, technology and the creative arts to 
enhance innovation and creative capacity. Its 
strategic plan for 2017-2022 had both a long-
term and an intermediate vision. Its 10-point 
agenda included, among others, collaboration 
of science, technology and the creative arts; 
contribution in creating productivity and 
competitiveness in different sectors; promotion 
of rural development; and investment in 
human capital development, such as DOST 
scholars. He also mentioned that what the 
Pres. Duterte wanted to achieve was to reduce 
inequality, increase opportunity and expand 
potential for growth.

The first plenary speaker was Dr. Izmail M.D. 
Zain from the Department of Educational 
Technology, Institute of Teacher Education, 
Malaysia. The dean of the Graduate School 
of Adamson University, Dr. Servillano T. 
Marquez, Jr, provided his introduction. Dr. 
Zain discussed Technologies and Best Practices in 
Teaching and Learning.

Ms. Diane Eustaquio, Executive Director of 
IdeaSpace, was the second plenary speaker. Dr. 

Venusmar C. Quevedo, VP for Administrative 
Affairs, introduced her. Ms. Eustaquio first 
expressed her admiration for Adamson students 
who had successfully submitted proposals to 
IdeaSpace and encouraged them to continue 
doing so. IdeaSpace helps budding technology 
entrepreneurs develop groundbreaking 
solutions and transform these into successful 
commercial products. In her talk, she said 
that IdeaSpace Inspires (such as conducting 
Technopreneur bootcamps); Incubates (like 
funding startups); and Integrates (it builds 
partnerships and links with government). She 
advised researchers and entrepreneurs to think 
long term or take the long lens and opt for 
what she termed angel inverstors.

The participants broke up for concurrent 
sessions in the afternoon of the first day with a 
good number of topics to choose from. Among 
these were Incubation and Innovation and New 
Business Ideas and Tech Applications; Software 
Engineering; and Best Practices. Under these main 
topics, a number of researches and studies were 
presented by scientists, professors, students, 
and researchers from Adamson, Pamantasan 
ng Lungsod ng Muntinlupa, Lyceum of 
the Philippines University, University of 
Luzon, Thatong Muang Phitsanulok, Jose 
Rizal University, Fukushima College-Japan, 
University of Asia and the Pacific, University 
of Malaysia-Sabah, Office of Basic Education 
Commission-Ministry of Education-Thailand, 
and Chung-Ang University-Seoul-Korea.

The second day saw the presentations of two 
more plenary speakers. Dr. Abhiruj Chiangsom, 
Director of International Affairs, Faculty of 
Pharmacy, Rangsit University, Thailand was 
introduced by Ms. Perlita M. Crucis, dean 
of the College of Pharmacy. Dr. Takayuki 
Nakamura, President of the National Institute 

of Technology, Fukushima College, Japan, was 
introduced by Fr. Rafael K. Eloriaga, CM, VP 
for Financial Affairs.

Before the closing ceremonies, two more 
discussions were held, namely on PatSnap 
(Patent Search, Innovation Intelligence and IP 
Analytics) delivered by Ms. Laura Choo and 
on SCOPUS by Mr Pio Salvador Ramon 
Omana. PatSnap is the leading IP Analytic and 
Management platform that empowers even 
non IP-proficient users to gain crucial insights. 
It helps search patents to identify opportunities, 
monitor competition and innovate faster. 
SCOPUS is the largest abstract and citation 
database of peer-reviewed literature like 
scientific journals, books and conference 
proceedings.

The conference selected three Best Papers. For 
Session I, it was Redesigning An Environmental 
Friendly Mini-Remote Controlled Mosquito 
Capturing Device by Sunthini Futim, Nutdanai 
Wongveeradachakajohn and Yiamsiri 
Chailaipanich from the STEM Program 
Phitsanulok Pittiyakon School, 1 Thatong 
Muang Phitsanulok 65000, Thailand. For 
Session II, the paper Huetag A Multi-Colored 
Fiducial Marker Syste With Robust Lighting 
Immunity by Dominic Orga of Adamson 
University was chosen. Session III had 
Innovation Of Hotel And Resort Industry In 
Pangasinan: The Servqual Model by Donna Joy 
A. Mangada, Jeanica Joson and Alvin O. Carillo 
of the University of Luzon as Best Paper.

 Dr. Catherine Castaneda, VP for Academic 
Affairs, formally ended the conference with 
her closing remarks on a hopeful note that the 
academic discussions would encourage fruitful 
results in the future.

From page 1

Adamson holds international 
conference ...

University officials 
join workshop 
on intellectual 
property
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For the first time on Asian soil, the Concilium 2017 International Conference was held last June 29 – July 1 
at the Adamson University in partnership with the St. Vincent School of Theology. The conference’s plenary and 

concurrent sessions featured academic papers on Asian Christianities and its Post-Colonial Experiences.

University administrators showed their support for Fr. Gregorio L. 
Banaga, Jr., CM, AdU President Emeritus, during his installation 
as the new Provincial Visitor of the Congregation of the Mission, 

Philippine Province. The intimate ceremony, held at the Veranda de 
San Vicente in Tandang Sora, Quezon City, was also attended by 

Vincentian priests and brothers, and representatives of the Vincentian 
Family.

Officials from SIAS International University in Henan, China, 
along with their partner, Santi Group, visited Adamson last 

October 11, to dialogue with University officials on possible future 
undertakings and partnerships between the two institutions. 

Spearheaded by Adamson 
University, College of 
Education and Liberal 

Arts, Adu-Pulitika and the 
Maritime Law Association 
of the Philippines, a forum 
on the territorial dispute 
was launched last August 
24, 2017 at the Adamson 

University Theatre. The forum 
featured Supreme Court 
Associate Justice Antonio 
Carpio and aimed to raise 
awareness on the disputed 
nine-dash line on the West 

Philippine Sea.

Outstanding science and technology researches from faculty and students of Adamson University were exhibited 
to the public at the National Science and Technology Week held last July 11-15 at the World Trade Center.
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In an effort to explore on best practices on education, Adamson University spearheaded the 
1st International Conference on Redesigning, Re-engineering Academic Direction for Global 

Competitiveness (ICRRADGC 2017) on September 28 and 29 at the Manila Hotel.

Providing an avenue for athleticism and sportsmanship for the University’s 
international students, the Office for University Relations (OUR) organized 

the 2017 Presidential Football Cup last September 20.

Now on its 6th year, the President’s Cup Golf Tournament was held at the 
Valley Golf and Country Club in Antipolo City last September 12. The 
Golf tournament, spearheaded by the Office for Institutional Advancement, 

aimed to generate funds for the University, including its athletics program and 
its scholarships.

Expertise, compassion, 
dedication, and patience—
University President Fr. 
Marcelo Manimtim, CM 
reminds the Adamsonian 
community of the qualities 

of a good teacher in 
his homily during the 
celebratory mass for the 
Teachers and Employees 
day at the St. Vincent de 
Paul Parish Church on 

October 6.

Bright skies ahead for the 
Soaring Falcons as they 

ended the first elimination 
round with a 95-79 

demolition of the FEU 
Tamaraws last October 7 
at the Mall of Asia Arena.

The Adamson University Art Gallery, under the Cultural Affairs Office, 
opened to the public an exhibit titled “The Travelers” by Paul Anthony Gustilo 
last July 25. The exhibit also featured guest artists Ana Nina Barraca, Datu 
Muhammad Ampatuan,Noel Nicolas, Ayen Quias, and Teodulo M. Diega, Jr.
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Estilo unveiled in Adamson

Adamson University, spearheaded by the 
Cultural Affairs Office under its director, 
Ms Nenita Dimapilis, unveiled Estilo, 
a group exhibit by the Visual Artists 
of Paranaque (VAP) at the Adamson 
University Art Gallery on June 27, 2017.

The 16 exhibiting artists were Leoda 
Salazar, Maricris Castillo, Marivel Mari-
Galang, Mara Fabella, Alexis Privado, JC 
Castillo, Paul Salazar, Nelson Castillo, 
Nante Carandang, Adolfo Villanueva, 
Janddie     Castillo, Ramon Realuyo, 
Allan Escober, Chicco Ramos, Ronnel 
Domingo, and Richard Cruz. Their 
exhibit at the AdU art gallery marks their 
18th show as a group.

The exhibit opening was attended by Ma. 
Asuncion Fugoso and Grace Chua, councilors 
of the 3rd district of Manila, Fr. Andrew Bayal, 
CM, VP for Student Affairs, Dr. Liria Dacanay, 
dean of the College of Science, Dr. Lorna 
Espeso, principal of the Senior High School 
Department, and Mr. Raul Agner, director of 
the Institutional Development and External 
Affairs and the Museum-Archives Office. A 
good number of students were also present.

Giving the opening remarks, Mr. Richmond 
Yap provided a brief introduction for the 
Visual Artists of Parañaque. He also gave a 
rationale for the exhibit opening, citing the 
search for something true, good, and beautiful 
in the art that adorns the gallery walls.

He was immediately followed by a few 
words from Janddie Castillo, one of the 
founders of the Paranaque-based art 
group. The artist expressed his gratitude 
to Adamson University for giving their 
art group an opportunity to exhibit their 
artworks, citing that this was the first time 
they exhibited outside the Manila South 
general area. He also talked about the art 
group’s primary aspiration: a venue to 
share thoughts, ideas, and talents through 
art.

The exhibit was formally opened with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony and ran until 
July 20.

San Vicente, 
Isang Sarsuwela

Narrating the story of St. Vincent for the young ones, the Philippine Stagers 
Foundation mounted San Vicente, Isang Sarsuwela at the Adamson University 
Theatery last October 4 and 5. The sarsuwela celebrates the life of St. Vincent de 
Paul, showing how he left comfort of earthly possessions and choosing to live a life 
in charity.



Vol. 19 No. 1 June - October 2017   |  11

Collegiate News

Celebrating the College’s 70th founding 
anniversary, the College of Pharmacy held an 
opening ceremony for the weeklong series of 
activities at the Ozanam Audiovisual Room on 
July 19, 2017.

From an opening mass held at the ST Chapel, 
students, faculty, alumni, including former 
deans of the College of Pharmacy, along with 
University Administrators and representatives 
from industry partners  proceeded to the 
OZ AVR for the opening ceremony of the 
weeklong celebration.

Vice President for Academic Affairs, Dr. 
Catherine Castañeda gave the welcoming 
remarks for the program. Dr. Castañeda 
imparted a briefer on the the College’s history, 
sharing how the College started in 1937 with 
less than 50 students and how it expanded to 
over a thousand during the 80s. She also shared 
the College’s great academic track record, 
cementing Pharmacy as a mainstay course 
offering in Adamson. Dr. Castañeda ended 
her welcoming remarks with a well-deserved 
congratulations for the College and challenging 
the students to continue the College’s history of 
recognition.

Fr. Marcelo V. Manimtim, CM, University 
President, then gave an inspirational message 
iterating on the biblical significance of the 
number 70 and its connection to the path 
towards perfection. The President also shared his 
years as a missionary in the Solomon Islands, and 
the Melanesians’ belief on the ‘person of mana.’ 

Belief in the Solomon Islands says that respect 
is to be given towards the person of mana, but 
the person of mana has to discover why they 
are given such power. “Thus, power becomes 
responsibility,” Fr. Manimtim concluded.

The esteemed president connected this 
anecdote with the profession of pharmacy, and 
how the discipline has become integral in the 
healthcare system. Fr. Manimtim concluded his 
message by urging the pharmacists in attendance 
to go beyond dispensing medication, but work 
“towards the furtherance of medication itself.”

The president of the Pharmacy Alumni 
Association, Mr. Rodel Vizconde, also gave 
an inspirational message. Sharing an anecdote 
that happened twenty years ago during the 
College of Pharmacy’s 50th anniversary. “We 
reserved 300 seats for the anniversary,” Mr. 
Vizconde proclaimed, “but only thirty came.” 
He then shared that the reason for this was not 
because of poor alumni relations, but because of 
a super typhoon, “Winnie, and the flood were 
waist-deep,” Mr. Vizconde remembers. He then 
concluded by telling the students present to 

continue the college’s outstanding performance 
in the board exams. This is in reference to the 
College posting a passing rate that is always well 
above the national passing rate.

An audiovisual presentation was then shown to 
the audience, exhibiting the achievements of 
the College in its 70 years.

Prof. Perlita Crucis, RPh, MSPharm, dean 
of the College of Pharmacy, gave the closing 
remarks for the opening ceremony. Dean Crucis 
shared plans for the future of the College, 
including working for more recognitions as a 
higher learning institution. This would include 
more partnerships with outside industries, 
commercialization of research outputs through 
the Innovation and Technology Support 
Office, partnerships, linkages, and research 
collaborations with international universities, 
and an increase in graduate scholarships for the 
College’s Faculty.

The weeklong festivities for the College of 
Pharmacy’s 50th founding anniversary was 
celebrated from July 19-22, 2017.

College of 
Pharmacy celebrates 
70th founding 
anniversary

Industrial Engineering students from 
Adamson University won awards from the 
14th National Student Congress organized 
by the Philippine Institute of Industrial 

Engineers last February 24-25 at the PUP 
main campus and the SMX Convention 
Center.

The IE students won awards in the academic 
competitions of the congress, garnering 
1st Runner-up for the feasibility study 
competition and 2nd Runner-up for the 
research competition.
For the feasibility competition, Natalie 
Bayron, Dayanara Mae Consebido, Ernesto 
Larrarte III, and Anna Marie Pinlac’s study 
titled PRINTn GO: A Printing Service Using 
Vending Machine Kiosk Technology won 1st 
Runner-up.

On the other hand, Hanna Gacos and Eilene 
Rufin’s study on a Transport Spatial Model 
for Identifying Green Routes of City Logistics 
Center won 2nd Runner-up in the research 
competition.

The theme for the National Student Congress 
was IE 4.0: Taking Industrial Engineers to the 
Forefront of the 4th Industrial Revolution. For the 
past 14 years, the National Student Congress 
has been the leading platform for Industrial 
Engineering students all over the country.

Adamsonians 
bag accolades in 
national congress

University administrators along with faculty members from the College of Pharmacy, celebrating yet another 
milestone for the University.



Engr. John Rey Enjambre Burce, a 2016 
BS Electronics Engineering graduate, was 
named as one of the awardees in the search 
for the 2017 Ten Outstanding Students of 
the Philippines (TOSP) – National Capital 
Region (NCR). He and his co-awardees, 
who bested other students from other Metro 
Manila universities, were feted last July 24, 
2017 at the Asian Institute of Management, 

Makati City. They will then be competing 
with awardees from other regions for the 
TOSP in the national level. 

Burce received a Certificate of Recognition 
and a medal. A Certificate of Recognition was 
also awarded to the university “whose officials 
and faculty have inculcated in their students 
a deep sense of commitment to superior 

academic performance, servant leadership and 
social responsibility anchored on good moral 
values as exemplified by their student who 
has been chosen as finalist in the 2017 Ten 
Outstanding of the Philippines Program.” 

Burce was an academic scholar and a student 
leader during his college days. He was 
the president of the Adamson University 
Electronics Engineering Students Society 
(AUECESS) – a Recognized Student 
Organization (RSO), and was one of the Ten 
Outstanding Presidents of RSOs. The highest 
award he received in Adamson was the St. 
Vincent de Paul Leadership Award in 2016.
 
The TOSP is an awards program seeking 
young role models of the country who 
have personified academic excellence, 
exemplary leadership and deep sense of social 
responsibility, all anchored on good moral 
values. The TOSP program has honored 
graduating college students since 1961 
when it was founded by businessman and 
industrialist Jose Concepcion, Jr.

The Office for Student Affairs extended 
assistance to Burce when he joined other 
applicants vying for the honor. The 
Adamson University community is proud 
of his achievement and expresses its heartfelt 
congratulations to him.
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Adamsonian among awardees in search 
for Ten Outstanding Students of the 
Pilippines-NCR

Communication students from Adamson 
University showed their dominance in the 
fifth Podcast Convention held at the Thomas 
Aquinas Research Complex on March 24.

Adamson students bagged six out of the 11 
awards given in the convention including first 
place in the Radio Documentary category 
for their entry “Teresa.” Another one of their 
entry, “Bata, Bata, May Karapatan Ka,” won 
the Fan Favorite Award for the same category. 
For the Radio Disc Jockey category, “Radical 
Duo” bagged the first place, while another 
Adamsonian entry, “The Millennials,” grabbed 
the Fan Favorite Award. “Isla Atilas,” on the 
other hand, won Third Place and Fan Favorite 
Award for the Radio Drama Category.

The Adamsonian students who were part of 
the winning team are:

Teresa: Allen Agapay, Davidson Estrella, 
Alisa Lachica, Vija Trisha Manansala, Adrifer 
Migullas, Shaina Monticalbo, and Rainier 
Shannon Posadas;

Isla Atilas: Janela Casis, Angelica De Castro, 
Angela Estacio, Ana Patricia Frias, Ghenrie 
Mariz Lazaga, Ma. Criselda Mamauag, Mary 
Chris Molina, Mary Ann Santos, and Ernelyn 
Sida;

Bata, Bata, May Karapatan Ka: Noemi Joanne 
Bachar, Francis Alfonso Baña, Angelica Joyce 
Basco, Michael Frank Cotelo, Graciella 
Mae Dichoso, Aroma Beatrix Evangelista, 
Marie Eleonor Angelika Flores, Paula Mea 
QuilongQuilong, and Lira Shane Ronquillo;

The Radical Duo: Michael Angelo Fesalbon 
and Marielle Andrea Lacuesta;

The Millennials: Coleen Sheikha Fabro and 
Rosseth Paliza

The PodCon’s theme “21st Century Trends” 
showcased the youth’s capability in producing 
quality contents that could change and shape 
society. Entries in the contest were required 
to tackle the issue of human rights in the 
country.

 The Podcast Convention was attended by 
students from Adamson University, Bicol 
University, Bulacan State University, De la 
Salle University, Emilio Aguinaldo College, 
Polytechnic University of the Philippines, 
Ateneo de Naga, and Miriam College. The 
convention was organized by the University 
of Santo Tomas in partnership with the 
Kapisanan ng mga Brodkaster sa Pilipinas.

AdU Communication students dominate PodCon 5



Vol. 19 No. 1 June - October 2017   |  13

Institutional News

Adamson University extends its 
congratulations to the students and their 
professor who presented their paper in 
the 4th Regional Conference on Campus 
Sustainability held on April 6-7 at the 
Universiti Malaysia Sabah.

Adamson students Carmelita Magat, Dave 
Penamante, Joshua Reyes, Jake Tapat, and 
Engr. Crispin Lictaoa were awarded with 
the Best Paper for their research titled 
Bagasse as Partial Replacement to Wood 
Fibers in a Wood Plastic Composite Education 
Environment and Campus Satisfaction.

The regional conference is a collaboration 
between Adamson University, National 
Institute of Technology of Fukushima College 
(Japan), and the Universiti Malaysia Sabah.

Dr. Awangku Hassanal Bahar Pengiran 
Bagul, a member of the Faculty of Business, 

Economics, and Accountancy of the Universiti 
Malaysia Sabah, chaired the conference.

The conference focused on university and 
college activities, projects, and researches 
done on and off campus that lead to changes 
and promote sustainability. The theme was 
Campus and Sustainability: Leading the Change.

Participation in the conference is in line 
with Adamson’s University’s multiple thrusts 
in research and its partnerships with leading 
universities in the Asian Region.

Adamson, Minghsin 
University renew 
ties
Boosting its program on linkages with 
international universities, Adamson University 
hosted partners from Minghsin University 
of Science and Technology (MUST) for the 
signing of the renewal of the two institutions’ 
Memorandum of Agreement on the Mechanical 
Engineering dual diploma program at the 
Office of the President Conference Room last 
June 28, 2017.

The signing was attended and witnessed by 
university administrators from the two schools. 
Representing Adamson University was Fr. 
Marcelo V. Manimtim, CM, University President. 
Facilitating the agreement signing was Sr. Maruja 
Padre S. Juan, MSCS, director of the Office for 
University Relations. Also present were Fr. 
Rafael K. Eloriaga, CM, VP for Financial Affairs, 
Bro. Henry E. Escurel, CM, University Treasurer, 
Atty. Agnes V. Rivera, director of the Legal 
Affairs Office, Engr. Evelyn Q. Raguindin, dean 
of the College of Engineering, Engr. Antonio P. 
Doroliat, chairperson, Mechanical Engineering 
Department, Dr. Ma. Cecilia M. Marcos, 
chairperson, Civil Engineering Department, 
Engr. Arnold B. Lovino, chairperson, Electrical 
Engineering Department, Engr. Erison C. 
Roque, chairperson, Chemical Engineering 
Department, and Engr. Basil Aloysius Bautista, 
from the Mechanical Engineering Department.

Minghsin University of Science and Technology, 
on the other hand, was represented by Dr. Pao 
Hsin Yuan, University President,  Dr. Hsin-Te 
Liao, dean, Office of International and Cross-
strait Affairs, Dr. Ruo-Huei Liarng, director, 
International Education and Exchange Center, 

and Dr. Fu-Hua Jen, Associate Professor of 
MUST’s Mechanical Engineering Department.

Sr. Padre Juan delivered the welcoming remarks 
for the signing ceremony. She also gave an 
introduction of the parties in attendance. Acting 
as liaison for the two universities, Sr. Padre Juan 
has been in close communication with MUST. 
She also cited the importance of building 
personal on top of working and professional 
relationships in an effort to easily facilitate 
communication and agreements between the 
two institutions.

Fr. Marcelo Manimtim, CM, then gave a short 
speech, providing the history of partnership 
between the two universities. Starting with 
preliminary talks between Adamson and MUST 
on 2012, the University President detailed how 
it blossomed into the dual diploma program for 
Mechanical Engineering, including MUST’s 
recent waiving of tuition fee for Adamsonian 
scholars in their University. Fr. Manimtim 
also expressed gratitude for the counterpart 
university’s invitation last year during MUST’s 
50th year anniversary.

An audiovisual presentation prepared by the 
Office for University Relations was then shown, 
detailing the previous visits of delegations 
between Adamson and MUST and the various 
meetings done in an effort to improve linkages 
between the two partner institutions. The AVP 
also listed  the names of the 16 Mechanical 
Engineering students who are scheduled to go 
to Taiwan this September for the dual diploma 
program.

MUST President Dr. Pao Hsin Yuan also 
gave a few words of gratitude, with Sr. Padre 
Juan inciting a response about possible future 
ventures between Adamson and MUST. This 
would include expanding the extent of the 
dual diploma program into other engineering 
departments and additional scholarships for 
MUST’s masters program in mechatronics for 
Adamson faculty members.

The signing ceremony ended with the 
exchange of gifts between the delegates of the 
two universities expressing their goodwill. 

AdU research is best 
paper in regional 
conference

Fr. Marcelo V. Manimtim, CM, Adamson University President and Dr. Pao Hsin Yuan, Minghsin University 
of Science and Technology President, reaffirming the commitment between the two universities through the 

continuation of Adamson University’s dual diploma program for Mechanical Engineering.



The Office for University Relations, led by its 
director Sr. Maruja S. Padre Juan, MSCS and 
the Mechanical Engineering Department, 
headed by its chair Engr. Antonio Doroliat, 
held a simple sendoff ceremony last August 
31, 2017 for 16 Taiwan-bound mechanical 
engineering students. The ceremony included 
a pre-departure orientation by the Guidance 
Office, a blessing of the students and their 
parents officiated by Fr. Rock Joseph Enriquez, 
CM, director of the Campus Ministry Office 
and a MOA signing. The blessing and lunch 

were held at the Miraculous Medal garden 
fronting the ST building.

The 16 mechanical engineering students 
who left for Taiwan on September 6 compose 
the second batch of Adamson students who 
will pursue a Dual Diploma Program major 
in Mechatronics at the Mignhsin University 
of Science and Technology (MUST). They 
have finished three years of AdU’s mechanical 
engineering program and will continue their 
studies at MUST for another two years. When 
they finish at MUST, they will be awarded a 
MUST diploma in mechanical engineering 
and will also receive a diploma from Adamson 
University for the same degree. 

This batch includes Michelangelo G. Barroga, 
Aniel M. Cabrera, Rogelio P. Cartagena, III, 
Sean Philip P. Cruz, Jaya Jane L. Gabutero, 
Lyzander John B. Ganapin, Enrique Miguel 

S. Gungon, Jerome Cedric U. Keng, Randolf 
Matthew A. Lazaro, Erjohn M. Magsombol, 
Mike Angelo S. Ngo, Honey Grace Regalado, 
Yvie H. Rojo, Martin Clarence T. Samso n, 
James Patrick B. Valencia, Vincent Archie B. 
Umandal. 

The MOA between the students and 
Adamson is more on the mode of payment 
that the two parties agree upon: payment of 
tuition will be at AdU and it will be AdU that 
will take care of paying MUST for whatever 
obligations it may have.

The dual diploma program was started 
on November 25, 2013 when Adamson 
University and MUST signed a MOA, but 
the first batch of students was sent only in 
2016. 

Resonating Adamson University’s commitment 
to Falcon student athletes, the University 
administrators, along with representatives 
from partner industries, celebrated the 
groundbreaking of the Falcon’s Nest 2 at the 
Rustia Compound on June 20, 2017.

On the site will rise a two-storey, thirty-room 
dormitory and is expected to accommodate 
sixty student athletes, mainly from the seniors 
and juniors basketball team, by its completion 
in December.

The groundbreaking ceremony was attended 
by University administrators, headed by 
Fr. Marcelo V. Manimtim, CM, University 
President, as well as Dr. Venusmar Quevedo, 
VP for Administrative Affairs, Dr. Catherine 
Castañeda, VP for Academic Affairs, Fr. Andrew 
S. Bayal, CM, VP for Student Affairs, Bro. Henry 
Escurel, CM, University treasurer, Fr. Aldrin 
Suan, CM, director of the Office for Athletics 
and Recreation, Ms. Eva Dulay, director of 
the Office for Institutional Advancement, Mr. 
Daniel Saroca, Jr, principal for Grade School 
and Junior High School, and Dr. Lorna Espeso, 
principal for Senior High School.

Also in attendance was Engr. Ibrahim Nuño, 
president of Metro Stonerich Corporation and 
an alumnus of Adamson University, a sponsor 

of the University’s sports program, and one 
of the initiators for the construction of the 
Falcons’ Nest 2. Metro Stonerich is Engr. 
Nuño’s construction company.

The groundbreaking ceremony was also 
attended by members of senior and junior 
basketball teams, as well as their coaches, who 
stand to benefit from the construction of the 
dormitory.

The ceremony started with a blessing led by Fr. 
Aldrin Suan, offering prayers for the success of 
this endeavor.

This was followed by the groundbreaking 
proper participated by the administrators of 
the University, as well as by Engr. Nuño and 
the partners and architects of Metro Stonerich 
Corporation. The parties involved put a copy 
of today’s paper, several coins, the plans of the 
building, and a miraculous medal in a time 
capsule, before it was planted on the ground in 
commemoration of the start of the construction 
of the building. They then proceeded with the 

ceremonial shoveling of earth burying the time 
capsule beneath the ground.

Fr. Manimtim then gave a message, thanking 
everyone involved in the project for their 
continued commitment to Adamson University. 
The President especially thanked Engr. Nuño 
and the Adamson architects for facilitating the 
construction of the Falcons’ Nest 2. He then 
directed a challenge to the Falcon student 
athletes in attendance, asking them to do their 
best and excel as the University supports them 
in every way it could.

Engr. Nuño also delivered a short speech, 
showing gratitude for the opportunity to 
give something back and to work with the 
University. He also mentioned the Adamson 
alumni who are now working as architects in 
his company, thanking them for working pro 
bono with the plans of the Falcon’s Nest 2.

The groundbreaking ceremony was formally 
concluded with a boodle fight for the parties 
in attendance.
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AdU holds simple 
sendoff ceremony 
for Taiwan-bound 
ME students

Groundbreaking 
for Falcons’ Nest 
2 held

Representatives from Adamson University and industry partners, as they lower the ceremonial capsule, signaling the 
start of construction for Falcon’s Nest 2 at the Rustia Compound.



Adamson Lady Falcon Angelie Ursabia was 
named as the Athlete of the Year for the UAAP 
Season 79 during the closing ceremonies held 
at the University of Santo Tomas last May 20.

Ursabia was the season MVP of this year’s 
softball tourney. Ending her last playing year 
in the league with a bang, the softbelle was 
one of the key ingredients of the Adamson 
squad that got their seventh straight UAAP 
championship this year. Adding to her 

accomplishments this season, Ursabia was 
also awarded as the Best Slugger, and Most 
Homeruns.

Ursabia was also part of the decorated softball 
teams that won international championships. 
First, as part of the Blu Girls in the World Cup 
of Softball XI in Oklahoma City, and another 
in the World Women’s Softball Championship 
in Surrey, Canada.

After graduation, Ursabia is set to join her 
coach Ana Santiago as part of the coaching 
staff of the Adamson Lady Falcons Softball 
Team.

Ursabia shared the podium as Athlete of the 
Year with Ateneo’s Alberto Batungbacal.

Also honored in the closing ceremonies of 
the UAAP were fellow Adamsonians John 
Ryan Ancheta of the table tennis team for 
the juniors division, and Rhia Gaite of the 
women’s basketball team for the seniors 
division.

Team Manila–Philippines emerged as 
champion when it beat 2016 defending 
champion Central Hemet Xplozion, 7 – 
1, in the 2017 PONY International 18-U 
Girls Softball World Series finals. The game 
was held at the Diamond Valley Park in the 
Valley-Wide Recreation District in Hemet, 
California last July 31, 2017. It was a historic 
first championship won by the Philippines, or 
Asia for that matter, in the league. 

Team Manila was beefed up by six members 
of UAAP 7-peat champion Adamson Lady 
Falcons softball team, namely, Shaina Camacho, 
Khrisha Cantor, Nichole Padasas, Aliza 
Pichon, Honey Grace Alegarme, and Shirlette 

M a y g a y . 
The AdU 
c o a c h i n g 
staff headed 
by multi-
a w a r d e d 
coach Ana 
S a n t i a g o 
steered Team 
Manila to 
its successful finish. Angeli Ursabia, UAAP 
Season 79 Athlete of the Year, and Sheirylou 
Valenzuela assisted coach Ana with the 
coaching chores. Both are former players of 
the AdU Lady Falcons softball team.

Fr. Aldrin Suan, CM, director of the Office for 
Athletics and Recreation, accompanied the 
team. Members of the Adamson University 
Alumni Association of Southern California, 
led by Lilli Khan Zalameda and husband 
Mike, gave all-out support to the team during 
the tournament.
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Team Manila beefed up 
by AdU softball aces 
wins World Series title

Ursabia is UAAP’s Athlete of the Year

of learning (value of a college degree). Dr. 
Gempesaw also iterated on the relationship 
between tuition fee increases and the number 
of enrollees an institution would have.

The SJU president also shared factors for the 
value proposition metrics that could gauge 
the quality of education including excellence 
of programs, faculty, campus facilities, athletics, 
and location; the student’s willingness to 
pay; competitor overlap; freshmen retention; 
career placement; and alumni participation 
rate. To emphasize how SJU manages the 
student population with regards to the 
University’s programs, Dr. Gempesaw showed 

an audiovisual presentation of the St. John’s 
student initiative, a collaboration between 
St. John’s University and IBM Watson. 
Through technology, this program was able 
to personalize student experience; enable 
students to better engage with the campus 
community; help understand the appropriate 
academic path; and aid in obtaining 
meaningful jobs after graduation.

Dr. Gempesaw finished his lecture by 
sharing the strengths of SJU which includes 
academic service-learning (SJU’s mission 
and commitment to service); global and 
study abroad program (top 40 national 
university for study abroad programs where 
one-third of their students studying abroad 
before graduating); diversity in the student 
population (top 5% in student ethnicity); 

student engagements (over 180 student clubs 
and organizations); and their athletic program 
(with 17 NCAA Division 1 teams in the Big 
East Conference).

After his lecture, Dr. Gempesaw entertained 
questions from the university officials in 
attendance. The officials from Adamson then 
shared their response to Dr. Gempesaw’s 
talk and engaged the SJU prexy on the 
possible directions for Adamson University as 
patterned from the experience of SJU.

St. John’s University is one of the four higher 
education institutions managed by the 
Vincentians. This includes Niagara University 
in New York, DePaul University in Chicago, 
and Adamson University in the Philippines.

From page 4

SJU prexy shares 
experiences...

Adamson University student athletes who were part of the World Softball Championship 
team posing for a photo opportunity with University President, Fr. Marcelo V. Manimtim, 

CM during the presidential courtesy call.



The Adamson Soaring Falcons Men’s 
Volleyball Team emerged victorious in the 
3rd Pedro Mendoza Memorial Cup held last 
May 18 at the University of the Cordilleras 
gymnasium in Baguio.

The Falcons cemented their win by 
dominating over the National College of 
Business and Arts in straight sets. NCBA 
was the tourney’s eminent wild card as they 
upset Bracket A leader Mapua Institute of 
Technology during the semis of the volleyball 
tilt.

Individual performances from the Soaring 
Falcons also garnered them awards in the 
offseason tournament. John Philip Yude took 
home the Most Valuable Player Award. Rence 
Melgar was awarded as the Best Libero. Leo 

Miranda was hailed as the Best Outside Hitter. 
Paolo Pablico was Best Middle Blocker, 
while George Labong was the Best Opposite 
Attacker.

The annual volleyball championship invited 
eight volleyball teams for the men’s division 
this year. The tilt is hosted by the Philippine 
Volleyball Foundation and was formerly 
called the National Inter-Collegiate Men’s 
and Women’s Volleyball Championship.

Looking to achieve an improved performance 
over last season’s in the coming UAAP wars, 
the Office for Athletics and Recreation 
(OAR), led by its director Fr. Aldrin Suan, 
CM, staged a Pep Rally last August 30, 2017 
at the ST quadrangle. The rally, attended by 
a good chunk of the AdU community, was 
intended to drum up support for the student 
athletes who will be part of the various 
sporting events of UAAP Season 80 come 
September 9. 

The pep rally introduced the athletes eligible 
to participate in the upcoming season. They 
were greeted with cheers by their fans and 
supporters especially from among the students 
in attendance. 

In his inspirational message, University 
president Fr. Marcelo V. Manimtim, CM 
waxed optimistic as he cited encouraging off-
season feats garnered by some AdU teams, 
such as the championships in basketball and 
volleyball, and the reconstituted teams ready 
to see action in the country’s most prestigious 
collegiate tournament. He assured the athletes 
of the administration’s as well as the whole 
community’s full support. To end hi message, 

he invited everyone to watch the games as a 
show of solidarity with the athletes.

Dance performances by softball team 
members and by the girls volleyball team, 
the breathtaking routine the AdU Pep 
Squad electrified the festive atmosphere 
of the occasion. When the AUDYO group 
marched to dish out a neatly choreographed 
drumbeating number, the noise in the 
quadrangle was raised several more decibels 
higher.

The emcees, Trisha Maingat and Charles 
Dagdag, also introduced Adamson’s new 
courtside reporter, Trisha Nicole Sumagui. A 
third year BS Psychology student, Sumagui 
was chosen from among four other aspirants 

from Adamson. She will be performing this 
task for two years. The courtside reporter 
works specially for basketball games, giving 
updates on the side every quarter while the 
game is going on.

The Pep Rally’s main organizer was the OAR. 
It was ably assisted by the Office for Student 
Affairs, the Communication Department 
through the Silip at Lente organization, the 
Adamson University Student Government 
(AUSG), and several other offices.

The Pep Rally quieted down towards the 
end as the community sang the Adamson 
University Hymn. 

Falcons take 
championship in 
intercollegiate 
volleyball tilt

The Adamson University Drummers and Yellers Online (AUDYO) execute a rollicking performance during the 
Pep Rally at the ST Quad to drum up support for the Soaring Falcons who will compete in UAAP Season 80. 

AdU stages Pep 
Rally as run-up to 
UAAP Season 80


