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Adamson University is heralding a new era 
with the installation of Fr. Marcelo Manimtim, 
CM as its sixth University President. 
 
Fr. Manimtim was formally installed on 
December 7, 2015 in simple ceremonies held 
at the Ozanam Audio-Visual Room inside the 
campus. Highlights of the ceremony include 
the symbolic turnover of the Presidential 
Medallion and Mace to Fr. Manimtim from 
his predecessor Fr. Gregorio Bañaga Jr., CM, 
fifth University President. Fr. Bañaga served 
as president from 2003 to 2015. Fr. Venerando 
Agner, CM, chairman of the Board of 
Trustees, administered the Oath of Office to 
Fr. Manimtim.  
 
Fr. Manny, as he is fondly called, was born 
on October 30, 1950 in Tagaytay City. He is 
the second alumnus to become University 
President, having graduated from the AB 
Philosophy program in 1972. He also 
obtained a degree in Theology from UST in 
1976 and earned his doctorate in philosophy 
at the Gregorian Pontifical University in 
Rome in 1993. He was ordained priest on 
March 15, 1976.  
 
Prior to becoming University President, Fr. 
Manny taught and became an administrator 
at Vincentian seminaries in Bulacan, Rizal, 
and Quezon City. He was as a missionary 
to the Solomon Islands in 1993, where 
he established the Holy Name of Mary 
Seminary in Honiara together with two 
other Vincentians. He served as Provincial 
Visitor of the Philippine Province of the 

The dean of Adamson University’s Graduate 
School was once more recognized for her 
groundbreaking work in engineering and 
research. 

Registered ASEAN engineer Dr. Merlinda 
Palencia was among the recipients of the 2015 

Dr. Palencia honored for engineering 
excellence with Manila Water award

AdU posts dominating 
performance in IE 
certification exam
Adamson University once more posted a 
dominating performance in the 7th Industrial 
Engineer Certification Examination (CIE) 
conducted by the Philippine Institute of 
Industrial Engineers (PIIE) through its 

Congregation of the Mission from 2004 to 
2007 and afterwards became the director of 
the congregation’s Centre International de 
Formation (CIF) in Paris, France. Fr. Manny 
served as CIF director from 2008 to 2014 
and was the first Asian CM priest to hold the 
position.  
 
In his speech during the installation Fr. 
Manny stated that he accepted the position of 
University President because he has seen the 
meritorious work the community has done 
and wants to build on the strength that has 
been achieved. “Each sector of the university 

have made distinct contributions to the 
enhanced status of Adamson as an institution 
of quality education,” he adds. “I am here with 
the pledge and the determination that with 
you, we will have the succeeding generations 
of students accomplished and socially 
responsible Vincentians and Adamsonians.”  
 
His experience as a priest, missionary, 
educator, and administrator bodes well for 
Adamson University. With Fr. Manimtim at 
the helm, the university can face its challenges 
with a steady hand guiding them through.

AdU installs new University President 

AdU’s new University President Fr. Marcelo Manimtim, CM poses beside the Presidential Mace while wearing the 
Presidential Medallion after the Turnover Ceremony on December 7. The Mace and the Medallion are two of the main 

symbols of the university’s presidency. 

by Yael Esperat 
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Manila Water Foundation (MWF) Prize for 
Engineering Excellence Award given by the 
Manila Water Foundation and the Department 
of Science and Technology (DOST). Dr. 
Palencia received the honor during the 
awarding ceremonies on November 24, 2015 
at the Intercontinental Hotel in Makati City. 



Finally, we are all gathered here for 
the turnover ceremony. In the 
past few years, I’ve been waiting 

to pass on the mace and the presidential 
medallion—symbols of responsibility—
not to relieve myself of a burden, but to 
signal transition, change and continuity. 
But let us not forget that although leaders 
change, the institution remains. Our 
loyalty, of course, is to the institution 
and not to persons. Indeed, the time has 
come to infuse new leadership into our 
community so that the journey towards 
transformation may receive new energy 
and vitality. 

Once again, I would like to express 
my profound gratitude for the respect, 
cooperation, loyalty, and love that you 
showed me during my 12 years of 
stewardship. It was a privilege to serve 
Adamson and there is only GRATITUDE 
in my heart. As I said in the Tribute you 
gave me last month, we would not have 
achieved a lot if we did not work together. 
What Adamson is today—the proud, 
strong institution it has become—is all 
because of your work—not mine. Again, 
I also thank you for your understanding 
and for forgiving my shortcomings, 
overlooking my limitations, and excusing 
my bad example.

Dear friends, this turnover ceremony also 
means I am turning over to my successor 
a community—a loyal, supportive, and 
respectful community. A leader’s role is 
crucial and challenging, and sometimes, 
also lonely. A leader will not be able to 

please everyone, nor should he attempt to 
do so. He will always discern God’s Will 
and decide what is of the best interest 
to the community. Hence, he needs 
prayers, understanding, and support from 
each and everyone in the community. 
Surround him with counsel, prayer, love, 
and respect. He will need you when the 
going gets rough and tough decisions 
have to be made. I hope when that time 
comes, he can count on you for your 
unwavering support.

I leave with a heavy heart for I shall miss 
working for and with all of you, but I am 
also excited to take a break and get some 
rest in a different environment. I have 
done my share as best as I could. Jesus in 
the Gospels reminds that after we have 

done all that is required of us, we should 
say, “We are unworthy servants; we have 
only done our duty” (Lk 17:10). 

This turnover ceremony closes a chapter 
in my life and opens a new one.  I will 
embark on a new journey to discover 
what God has in store for me and start 
the process of reinventing myself. Please 
include me in your prayers as I search for 
God’s will at this stage in my life. On my 
part I shall also pray that God may bless all 
of you as you continue your journey with 
renewed energy under a new leadership.

Thank you again from the bottom 
of my heart. I am deeply moved by 
the outpouring of your gratitude last 
November 14 and also your presence 
here today—these are moments I shall 
never forget. I invoke God’s blessing and 
St. Vincent’s intercession upon the entire 
Adamson community and on you, Fr. 
Manny, as you start your stewardship today. 
God bless you. Mabuhay ang Adamson! 

With Gratitude 
in My Heart
Fr. Gregorio L. Bañaga, Jr., CM
Fifth President of Adamson University

A New Beginning for Adamson
Speeches from the Turnover Ceremony

Continue to view the affairs and doings of the neighbor in a 
spirit of charity; should his actions have a hundred sides, always 
look at the best ~ St. Vincent

2  |  The Adamson News

Fr. Bañaga turns over the Presidential Mace to Fr. Manimtim



“Why am I here?” 
Answering this question 
is a good way of crafting 

a response for this morning’s ceremony. 

I am here because, during the search 
period for the office of the President, 
some sectors of the Adamson community 
picked me from the shortlist of 
“presidentiables.” I acknowledge the trust 
that is given me, considering that, despite 
my age, I am the new kid on the block. 
Two years ago, when my term as Director 
of Centre International de Formation in 
Paris was coming to a close, the Superior 
General of the Congregation of the 
Mission suggested several places for me 
to go. I told him, “No, I would like to 
go back to the Philippines because I 
have been out of the country for quite a 
while.” I wanted to reinsert myself in the 
work of the community in the Philippine 
Province. Never did I imagine that it 
would mean this position. 

Being the new kid on the block, I have 
much to learn. As I acknowledge the trust, 
I would like to ask everybody’s share in 
helping me learn, and learn quickly. For 
this to happen, I will devote a great deal 
of my time and energy listening to you. 
I hope that, in your different capacities 
and situations, including the students 
duly represented here, you will make me 
see your concerns and driving aspirations 
in the education that we offer here in 
Adamson. 

This has particular import due to the 
shift in educational landscape. Adamson 
University has followed the prevailing 
adoption of outcomes-based education 
(OBE). As you very well know, OBE 
restructures curricula, course content, 
and delivery and assessment strategies 
to increase knowledge, develop skills, 
and positively influence attitudes and 
values in the learners. Rather than 
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standardized testing 
and course grades, 
OBE does look 
into the bottom 
line: what do our 
students really 
learn? As Vincentian 
educators, how 
will we prepare 
our students to 
make a difference 
in the world? In 
educational circles, 
there is a gaining 
consensus that in 
order to be game changers, graduates must 
be clear-minded not only about degrees 
but rather about their life-goals, not only 
about majors, but rather in mission that 
they see devoting themselves to. Our 
graduates will be not only competent 
professionals but persons engrained with 
Christian values and driven with strong 
social responsibility. There is so much that 
we have to learn and do together to make 
this happen. 

Why am I here? I accepted to assume the 
office of the president, through the offer 
of the Board of Trustees, represented here 
by the chair, Fr. Venerando Agner of the 
Congregation of the Mission, because I 
see the meritorious work that you have 
done to make Adamson University what 
it is now. I am building on strength that 
is already achieved. Each sector of the 
university, the co-academic personnel, 
faculty members, and administrators, 
both Vincentians and lay, have made 
distinct contributions to the enhanced 
status of Adamson as an institution of 
quality education. Frs. Rolando dela 
Goza and Jimmy Belita, the third and 

fourth president of Adamson are here. 
Fr. Roland has agonized over the travails 
of the Falcons, and both have followed 
closely the strides Adamson University 
has made to place it among the foremost 
universities of the country. Let us give 
credit where credit is due. Fr. Gregg’s 
visionary and dynamic leadership has 
made us all proud Adamsonians. Fr. Gregg 
has been at the helm of the university 
for twelve years, but many of you have 
enlivened the rooms, halls, and alleys of 
Adamson for a much longer period than 
that. Your work may not have always been 
recognized, but you continue to give. 
And I am sure many of you will continue 
to vivify and make Adamson University 
even stronger. 

I am here with the pledge and the 
determination that with you, we will have 
the succeeding generations of students 
accomplished and socially responsible 
Vincentians and Adamsonians. I would 
like to invite and exhort all to join in this 
endeavor. 



University News

Less than six months after the 
Philippine Technological Council 
(PTC) granted accreditation 
certificates to four Engineering 
programs of Adamson University 
(Chemical, Mechanical, 
Electronics, and Industrial 
Engineering), the PTC returned 
last January 25, 2016 to hand 
certificates of accreditation to 
three more programs. 
 
The Computer (CpE), Civil (CE), 
and Electrical (EE) Engineering 
programs were conferred individual 
certificates during ceremonies 
held at the Institutional Gallery 
by PTC president Engr. Federico Monsada. 
The certificates were received by Dr. Luisito 
Lacatan, chairperson of the CpE Department; 
Dr. Ma. Cecilia Marcos, chair of the CE 
Department; and Engr. Arnold Lovino, chair 
of the Electrical Engineering Department. 
 
Similar to the previous PTC accreditation, 
the three programs surpassed the PTC’s 
criteria and requirements and met the 
terms and conditions of the International 
Engineering Alliance’s Washington Accord 

of 1989. The Washington Accord gives equal 
recognition to engineering programs and 
degrees awarded by signatory countries. The 
Philippines became a provisional signatory in 
2014 with PTC as its official representative.  
 
Implementation of the Outcomes-Based 
Education (OBE) method and passing the nine 
criteria of the Certification and Accreditation 
System on Engineering Education (CASEE), 
which measures the quality of education 
delivered by the program, were some of the 
requirements complied with. The PTC is 

PTC accredits three more Engineering programs
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mandated by the Commission on 
Higher Education (CHED) through 
CMO No. 37 S. 2012 to accredit 
engineering programs that have 
implemented the OBE.  
 
With seven engineering programs 
now accredited, AdU’s students 
and parents are even more assured 
of quality education. In addition, 
AdU’s graduates will be recognized 
as professional and qualified 
engineers in other countries once 
the Philippines gains acceptance 

as a permanent signatory in the 
Washington Accord.  
 

The PTC is a professional organization 
established in 1978 and currently has 13 
umbrella organizations. Its main mission 
is to foster inter-disciplinary collaboration 
among professional engineers and member 
organizations to further improve engineering 
education in the Philippines as well as for the 
self-improvement of the Filipino engineer. 
RDA

University officials and administrators of the College of Engineering pose with certificates 
of their PTC accreditation on January 25. Nearly all Engineering programs in AdU 

have received the esteemed accreditation.

From page 1 

Dr. Palencia honored for 
engineering excellence...

The award is given by the MWF and DOST 
in recognition of innovative solutions to 
today’s environmental problems and inspire 
Filipino engineers to use their talents in 
nation-building. Dr. Palencia was honored 

particularly for her dedication to the pursuit 
of excellence and service to the country 
through her engineering innovations and 
scientific transformation.  

Dr. Palencia’s latest scientific achievement has 
been the production of organic water and 
sewage treatments. She created Vigormin, 
developed from locally abundant organic 
minerals, as an economical, cleaner, odor-
free, and more sustainable solution for water 
treatments. Vigormin was developed through 
research conducted on the Estero de Balete 
and five other waterways in the city of Manila. 
Piloted in Palo, Leyte where it proved to be 
effective in addressing sewage problems of 
the temporary shelters for Typhoon Yolanda 
survivors, DOST then chose Vigormin to 
treat seawater in Boracay in time for the 
APEC meet in September last year. 

Despite her commitments as faculty member 
and administrator at AdU, Dr. Palencia 
remains active in research. Vigormin was 
presented by Dr. Palencia overseas and won 
for her a fellowship with the Royal Academy 
of Engineering  and the Newton Fund in 

the United Kingdom. It was during her 
fellowship in the UK that Dr. Palencia 
refined the scientific value and commercial 
viability of Vigormin.

In accepting her award Dr. Palencia 
recounted the challenges she faced in 
creating Vigormin. She was asked why 
was she still pursuing the project, seeing 
that her research dealt with dirt, grime, 
and unpleasant smell. To this, Dr. Palencia 
reiterated her belief that something good 
can result from something smelly, and that 
using natural means can heal our natural 
resources.

Dr. Palencia’s achievements serve as an 
inspiration to the AdU community to 
be as relentless and passionate about 
achieving further knowledge and 
excellence. The university is also proud 
that her groundbreaking research is now 
gaining recognition and gives benefit to 
communities that it need it most. 
Yael Esperat



University News

Adamson University’s College of Pharmacy 
continued its mission of greater participation 
and exposure in pharmacy industry events with 
their attendance at the 7th Asian Association 
of Schools of Pharmacy (AASP) Conference 
held at the National Taiwan University 
(NTU) in Taipei, Taiwan last October 30 to 
November 2, 2015. The conference featured 
plenary lectures, symposia, and researches 
presented by eminent speakers from all over 
the world. In addition, poster and podium 
presentations of submitted research work 
were discussed.   

More than 300 delegates from different parts 
of the world had the opportunity to listen to 
internationally renowned speakers and some 

With the release of Laudato Si, Pope Francis’s 
second encyclical, the Campus Ministry 
Office (CMO) in cooperation with the Office 
of the University President and Institute for 
Religious Education (IRED) stage Our World, 
Our Common Home: A Symposium of Pope 
Francis’s Laudato Si held on December 9, 2015 
at the AdU Theater.
 
The encyclical takes its title from the canticle 
“Laudato si’, mi’ Signore” (“Praise be to you, 
my Lord”), attributed to St. Francis of Assisi, 
known to be the patron of animals and the 
environment. The encyclical, through this 
canticle, serves as a reminder that Earth is our 

had the chance to 
present their researches. 
The study Cultural 
Practices on the Use of 
Herbal Plants by the 
Residents of the Selected 
Barangays in Tanauan, 
Leyte created by BS 
Pharmacy students 
Nikki Matibag, Cherry 
Fuentes, Jason Apas 
and faculty member 
Ms. Henedina Maini 
was presented in one 

of the conference’s sessions. Given as poster 
presentations were Hepatoprotective Activity 
Evaluation of Chrysanthemum indicum Linne 
(Family Asteraceae) Flower Extract on Carbon 
Tetrachloride-Induced Acute Hepatotoxicity in 
Rats by Ronald John Villena, Darwin Obel, 
Tessa Fay Amargo, Mary Robelle Lontok, and 
Sarah Jane Toledo and A Comparative Study 
of Knowledge, Attitude and Practices of Pharmacy 
Assistants in Dispensing Drugs in Community 
Pharmacies within Manila and Pangasinan by 
Kennie-Soleil Farrales, Joy Albert Gacutan, 
Mhelyn Joyce Sagala, and Hazel Catublas.

The theme of the event, Transformative 
Pharmacy Education for Responsive Research 
and Practice, covers the latest developments 
in Pharmacy Practice and Education, 

Pharmaceutics and Biopharmaceutics, 
Drug Discovery, Pharmacoepidemiology, 
and Pharmacoeconomics. It addresses the 
problem of lack of perspectives of pharmacy 
outside the country. The proposed remedy 
was to have an overseas placement to learn 
about other countries’ practices. Moreover, 
each individual must possess the heart to 
learn, willingness to explore, interaction with 
people, and knowledge of the humanities to 
be able to have competence. One speaker 
from Hong Kong emphasized that key skills 
and values were far more important than just 
obtaining pharmaceutical knowledge. 

The AASP is an organization promoting 
cooperative development of pharmacy 
education and research among pharmacy 
schools in Asia. Other highlights of this event 
included a one-day pre-conference forum 
and workshops focusing on emerging trends 
in pharmacy education.  

One of the successes achieved by the AASP 
conference is meeting its intended objective 
of discussing and dissecting significant new 
developments and scientific achievements in 
pharmacy. It also paved the way for interaction 
and networking among students and faculty 
members from different pharmacy schools in 
Asia.

College of Pharmacy presents researches at Taiwan 
conference

Papal encyclical Laudato Si explored in symposium

BS Pharmacy student Cherry Fuentes receives a certificate recognizing her presentation 
of their study on the use of herbal plants in Tanauan, Batangas. 
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common, shared home 
which its inhabitants 
must always care for. 
Laudato Si is both a 
call for global action 
and an appeal for inner 
conversion, implying 
that it must not only 
be an individual effort 
but one that includes 
all sectors of society 
and acting on deep 

conviction and desire.
 
Guest speaker of the symposium was Fr. 
Daniel Franklin Pilario, CM, Dean of the St. 
Vincent School of Theology (SVST), who 
provided knowledge, clarity, and insight 
to the encyclical. Fr. Danny, as he is fondly 
called, was moved to discuss Laudato Si by 
his memories of a place he has seen change, 
saying that our relationship with others and 
with God is shaped by a place.  
 
Fr. Danny guided the audience by framing 
key elements of the encyclical into an 

outline using seven keywords, all of which 
point towards making concrete action. 
Among those discussed were integral 
ecology, in which taking care of the earth 
for future generations becomes an act of 
inter-generational generosity; and ecological 
conversion and spirituality, where Fr. Danny 
called on Adamsonians to adopt an advocacy 
for the climate, change their lifestyles, and 
practice ecology virtues.
 
Prior to Fr. Danny’s lecture Fr. Gregorio 
Bañaga Jr., CM, immediate past president 
of AdU, related Laudato Si to the Vincentian 
charism of serving the poor in his opening 
remarks. He says that in the face of climate 
change the poor are the most vulnerable, and 
that in today’s throw-away cultures they are 
the first ones to be displaced.
 
The symposium was highly educational and 
eye-opening for the audience. The CMO 
hopes that with the knowledge and insight 
gained in the symposium, Adamsonians can 
fulfill their Christian duty of taking care of 
the environment through deed and action.

Fr. Pilario provided an engaging discussion into Pope Francis’s profound, 
crucial encyclical.
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The Center for Guidance, Counseling, 
Testing and Placement Services ushered in 
different events from January 18 to 22, 2016 
to celebrate Guidance Week.

The Guidance Week kicked off with the 
Simultaneous Discussion on Developing 
Self-Confidence and the relaunch of the Peer 
Facilitators Circle: 2016 Edition at the OZ 
Audio-Visual Room and BA Multimedia 
Room respectively on January 18. At the 
Simultaneous Discussion, students were 
invited by their respective college guidance 

Yet another alumni chapter has been added 
to the university’s growing list of alumni 
associations established in different parts of 
the country. 
 
Adamson University graduates from Aklan 
province organized themselves into the Rong 
Akeanon Alumni Association of Adamson 
University (RAAAAdU) last January 16, 
2016 at LKristine Place, Kalibo, Aklan. The 
newly minted group installed their first set 
of alumni officers with no less than newly 
appointed University President Fr. Marcelo 
Manimtim, CM attending as guest of honor 
and inducting officer in the historic gathering.  
 
Inducted into office were Ephraim Pamatian 
as President; Joseph Royce Agapito 
Ojacastro as Vice President (Internal); Jeserel 
Templonuevo as Vice President (External); 
Liezl Dalida-Rome as Secretary; Gay-Ann 
Lim Magistrado as Treasurer; Quinn Quimpo 
as Auditor; Jocel Rata as Public Relations 
Officer; and Rodelia Mariano Selorio as 
Business Manager. 
 

counselors to discuss ways of boosting their 
self-confidence.

Hugs not Drugs: Symposium on Drug 
Addiction was staged the following day, 
January 19, also at the OZ AVR and 
BA Multimedia Room where guidance 
counselors talked about how perseverance and 
self-control can help a person avoid the use of 
illegal drugs. Also held on the same day at the 
AdU Theater was the Career Development 
Seminar for Graduating Students, with 
representatives from Jobs180.com giving tips 

about writing résumés, proper grooming, and 
proper conduct during job interviews.

January 20 saw the Snack Attack Session 1: Let’s 
Talk About Sex (HIV Prevention) seminar taking 
place at the JP AVR, Guidance Testing Room, 
and College of Business Administration 
Guidance Office. Guidance counsellors talked 
of ways to avoid being infected with human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and other 
sexual transmitted disease, particularly at a 
time when HIV cases in our country are now 
higher than previous recorded.

Students having their internships this 
summer also received guidance at the Career 
Development Seminar for OJTs at the AdU 
Theatre last January 21. Representatives from 
Jobs180.com were again present to talk to 
students about marketing themselves to get an 
internship and other things they must possess 
while doing their internship. Also happening 
that day at the BA Multimedia and Guidance 
Testing Rooms was the Snack Attack Session 
2: Managing Difficult Subjects/Professors where 
students received tips on how to cope with 
their difficult subjects and professors.

Alumni in Aklan establish new alumni chapter

Guidance Office holds Guidance Week 2016

The officers pledged their support to the 
community and to help in the volunteer 
programs of the Integrated Community 
Extension Services (ICES), particularly the 
outreach program currently being conducted 
at Isla Pegado in Kalibo. In this program, 
children from less privileged families were 
given education by teachers trained and 
certified through ICES’s Summer School of 
Life Program. The program is in partnership 
with the Diocese of Kalibo and The 
Lamb Shall Lead International, a 
missionary community.  
 
The get-together also became an 
occasion for a reunion party of the 
Aklanon alumni during the Ati-Atihan 
festival. Fr. Manimtim concelebrated 
with priests from the Diocese of 
Kalibo during the High Mass held at 
the Kalibo Cathedral. After the mass, 
he and the RAAAAdU officials and 
members joined the annual sadsad, the 
local term for the street dance parade 
of the festival. 
 

Other university officials who came were 
Ms. Eva Dulay, director of the Office for 
Institutional Advancement (OIA) and former 
Adamson University Alumni Association 
president, and Ms. Annie Tordecillas, 
coordinator from Human Resource 
Management and Development Office 
and also a member of the RAAAAdU. Ms. 
Tordecillas also serves as administrator of the 
RAAAAdU’s Facebook group. RDA 

Fr. Manimtim leads the candle-lighting ceremony during the 
Aklanon alumni homecoming.

Ms. Mary Ann Gonzales-Dela Cruz, resource speaker from Jobs180, gave important tips to help Adamsonians get the 
most out of their internships.

Continue to page 11
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AdU posts dominating performance in IE certification exam...

Industrial Engineering Certification Board 
last December 6, 2015. 
 
Continuing its spate of excellent 
performances in the CIE, AdU once more 
distinguished itself after newly-minted 
Professional Industrial Engineer (PIE) John 
Michael Payawal bested all other examinees 
by posting the highest score of 86.46%. 

Joining Payawal in the topnotcher’s list were 
Michael Emmanuel Orate, who achieved the 
third highest score of 82.29%; Arsie Mauricio, 
who is at fourth place with 81.77%; fifth placer 
Margie Rose Payumo, who scored 81.51%; 
sixth placer John Paul Erestain, who scored 
81.25%; seventh placers Clarence Danielle 
Navarro and Maxfiel Domini Velasco, who 
both scored 80.73%; and Kimberly Cammille 
Omadto, who placed ninth with her score of 
80.21%. 
 
AdU further backed its Top Ten results 
with an outstanding passing rate. The 23 
Adamsonian passers gave the university a 92% 
passing rate, higher than the national passing 
rate of 74.28%. 
 
The CIE, which began in 2009, is given to 
graduates of BS Industrial Engineering and 
those with less than 10 years of relevant 
professional experience. In the 2015 exam, 
there were 336 passers out of 452 total 
examinees coming from all over the country. 
 
The new PIEs are:

Antonio, Anne Michelle M. 
Bascuguin, Marion E.

Belvis, Almae Zuzzaine D.
Cauguiran, Michael C.
Celestino, Rosette Mariz P.
Conde, Jilliane Jane T.
Dela Peña, Gia Alexandra B.
Dimapilis, Desiree L.
Domingo, Christopher M.
Erestain, John Paul M. 
Mauricio, Arsie P.
Navarro, Clarence Danielle C.
Nepomuceno, Felice M.
Omadto, Kimberly Cammille B.
Ongsip, Anthony D.
Orate, Michael Emmanuel S.
Payawal, John Michael M.
Payumo, Margie Rose M.
Robles, James Bernard C.
Rodriguez, Roel Vergel N.
Sulit, Lovely Eilaine T.
Velasco, Maxfiel Domini M. 
Yao, John-Steven L.
 

The new PIEs took their oath on January 
29, 2016 at the Marriott Hotel Manila in 
Newport City Complex, Pasay City.
Yael Esperat

John Michael Payawal 

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
of the Department of Health recently 
collaborated with Adamson University’s 
College of Pharmacy in its fight against 
counterfeit medicines with a seminar and 
program last November 24, 2015 at the OZ 
Audio-Visual Room. The event celebrates 
the National Consciousness Week against 
Counterfeit Medicines, which is held every 
third week of November as provisioned in 
Presidential Proclamation No. 2082. This 
year’s theme, Mamamayan Makialam, Pekeng 
Gamot Labanan, focuses on the commitment 
of society, particularly by students, in fighting 
the proliferation of counterfeit medicines.
 
Around 400 participants coming from 
different schools in the Philippines gathered at 
AdU to take part in this annual event. Serving 
as keynote speaker for the event was Assistant 
Secretary Commissioner Earl Saavedra of the 
National Youth Commission (NYC), who 
tackled the involvement of the youth and 
their potential to make a huge impact in the 

worldwide dissemination of relative issues 
and in government campaigns.
 
The common medicines that are subject to 
counterfeiting were the most popular branded 
and over-the-counter medicines. Counterfeit 
medicines are marked by the absence of 
active ingredients and the presence of placebo 
ingredients, which make it less expensive than 
the suggested retail price while still being 
widely available, thus making it 10 to 25 times 
more profitable. Counterfeiting continues to 
grow due to its availability in the internet, 
where it can be purchased from direct-to-
consumer distribution channels. As an effect 
of taking counterfeit medicines, patients 
develop drug resistance, which worsen their 
condition, with deaths even reported around 
the globe.
 
Other speakers during the event were Ms. 
Melody Zamudio, RPh, officer-in-charge 
of the FDA’s Center for Drug Regulation 
and Research, who gave an overview of 

counterfeit medicines in the Philippines and 
the FDA’s initiatives in combating this issue; 
Mr. Juan Paolo Tonolete, who talked about the 
commitment that students can make, which 
can help them become catalysts of change; 
and Ms. Lanette Lee Querubin, who spoke 
about the pharmacovigilance, which includes 
ADR reporting and drug safety.
 
The FDA raised the audience’s level of 
awareness not only through seminars but also 
through a poster making contest that was 
joined by various universities and schools in 
the Philippines. 
 
The College of Pharmacy joins the FDA’s call 
for stopping the proliferation of counterfeit 
medicines. Pharmacy students, as well as the 
general public, are asked to be cognizant and 
to be an advocate as small steps could make a 
big difference in the fight against counterfeit 
medicines. CKC 

College of Pharmacy leads national activities against 
counterfeit medicines
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The Soaring Falcons’ new coach Franz Pumaren (second from right) and the university’s top officials 
are all smiles at the press conference announcing Pumaren’s appointment at the OP Conference 

Room last December 4.
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Fr. Marcelo Manimtim, CM presides over his first official 
Mass as University President during AdU’s celebration of the 
feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8 at the 

ST Chapel. 

The Center for Health Services once again teamed 
up with leading brand Pfizer for its health and 

wellness event on December 8, giving employees 
free medical tests, consultations, and freebies.

BS Pharmacy students are one step closer to their 
dream with the symbolic donning of their white 
coats, a traditional ceremony conducted by the 

College of Pharmacy. This semester’s ceremony was 
held on December 1 at the ST Chapel.

Fr. Manimtim joins in on the fun as the Adamson 
University Faculty and Employees Association 
(AUFEA) celebrated their Christmas party on 

December 17 at the ST Quad.

Former President Fr. Gregorio Bañaga, Jr., CM checks out the new scale model of the university, 
which was installed at the University Museum on January 6, 2016. Joining Fr. Bañaga is Museum 

and Archives director Raul Agner (2nd left) and representatives from CIM Technologies, makers of 
the scale model.

Fr. Manimtim (center, back) joins some of AdU’s alumni-
donors for a dinner on December 11. Among those present 

were (foreground, L to R) Engr. Santiago Lim, Engr. Vic Ang, 
Engr. Narciso Castasus (perhaps the oldest living alumnus of 

AdU), Engr. Renato Sio, and Engr. Macario Gaw. 

Christmas in AdU began on December 1 with its two traditions: Serenata, the annual Christmas concert held by the Cultural Affairs Office, and the lighting of the 
giant Christmas Tree sponsored by the AUAAI and Akari.
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World cuisine was up front in Taste of the World at Adamson, the 
international students’ food festival organized by the Office for 

University Relations held on December 9 at the ST Quad.
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#Popepular: Pa’no Kung Naging Pinoy Si Kiko? makes its debut at the AdU Theater on January 
11. The play explores how Pope Francis might have done his pastoral ministry as a Filipino 

and interweaves stories of Filipinos who stayed true to their Catholic faith and values despite 
challenges. The play was written by Fr. Gregg Bañaga and Atty. Vincent Tañada and produced 

by the Philippine Stagers Foundation.

Graduate students from DePaul University in Chicago, USA recently conducted a research 
visit to AdU to study its extension services for urban informal settlers. Among the places they 
visited was the relocation site in Cabuyao, Laguna, where they were received by city mayor 

Isidro Hemedes, Jr. at the Cabuyao City Hall on December 10.

The new year begins with honoring two more alumni as the AUAAI’s Featured Alumni for the 
month. January’s honored alumni are Engr. Francis Miguel (2nd left), who was recently honored 
with the Adamsonian Spirit of Service award at the Annual President’s Dinner last November, 
and Arch. Constantino Gavino (2nd right), a 1982 graduate who is now the principal architect 
at Archion Architects. Joining them are Fr. Manimtim and Mr. Rodel Vizconde (right), AUAAI 

president.

Seminarians from the St. Vincent School of Theology meet with 
the University President and new men’s basketball head coach 

Franz Pumaren during a courtesy call on January 13.

The members of the Board of Trustees get together on January 15 for their 
first meeting of the year, now with Fr. Manimtim sitting in as University 

President.

The Adamsonian topnotchers of the November 2015 7th CIE Exam pay a 
courtesy call to the University President on January 27. The BS Industrial 

Engineering program has consistently produced topnotchers in the CIE exam 
since it began in 2009.

University officials from AdU and Nanhua College of Industry and 
Commerce of Guangdong, China look on as the memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) between the two institutions is signed on 

January 19 at the OP Conference Room. Signing the MOU were 
(seated from left to right) Mr. Yuan Longru, Nanhua’s Vice Dean of 
Architecture; University President Fr. Marcelo Manimtim, CM; and 

Arch. Peter Villanueva, dean of AdU’s College of Architecture.



The new year began 
with a visual treat for 
Adamson University 
as the AdU Art 
Gallery played host 
to the masterpieces of 
an esteemed National 
Artist.
 
Botong Francisco: A 
Nation Imagined, a 
traveling exhibition 
curated by the 
Ayala Museum, was 
inaugurated with an 
opening program on 
January 12, 2016 at the 
Art Gallery grounds. 
The exhibition was 
brought to AdU by 
the Cultural Affairs 
Office (CAO) and 
Ayala Museum 
in collaboration 
with the Ayala 
Foundation, Javier Lacson Family, and 
Ayala Corporation. Attending the exhibit 
opening were administrators, faculty, staff, 
and students along with representatives 
from Ayala Museum. 
 
The exhibit features reproductions of 
paintings made by Carlos “Botong” 
Francisco, a native of Angono, Rizal 
whose depictions of Filipino life was 
made distinct by the various styles he 
applied to his paintings. The masterpieces 
on exhibit can be viewed as either 
a progression or a shift in style, but 
it remains that his vivid and often 
expansive depictions of Filipino history 
and life have become integral to how 
the nation imagines its past. Declared a 
National Artist posthumously in 1973, 

his most known works include his mural in 
the Manila City Hall called Filipino Struggles 
through History, Blood Compact, The Martyrdom 
of Rizal, and Bayanihan. 
 
Accompanying the exhibition is a film 
chronicling Botong’s vision and artistry 
produced by the Ayala Foundation and 
directed by award-winning filmmaker Peque 
Gallaga. 
 
During the opening ceremony AdU president 
Fr. Marcelo Manimtim, CM gave high praise 
to the national artist. Having spent many 
years living in Angono himself, Fr. Manimtim 
viewed Botong as someone who was more 
closely attuned to the land of his birth and 
called him the authentic interpreter of life 
in Angono. His works, Fr. Manimtim adds, 

reminds us of the 
nobility of our 
race which we 
Filipinos must 
preserve.
 
Joining Fr. 
Manimtim during 
the ribbon-
cutting ceremony 
were Fr. Gregorio 
Bañaga Jr., CM, 
AdU’s immediate 
past president; 
Prof. Alberto 
Tañeda, chairman 
of the Visual 
Arts Committee 
of the National 
Commission for 
Culture and the 
Arts; and Ms. Ditas 
Samson, Senior 
Curator and head 
of Publication and 

Research of the Ayala Museum. Other 
esteemed guests present for the exhibit 
opening were Dr. Jose Paulo Campos, 
president of Emilio Aguinaldo College 
and Fr. Rolando Tuazon, CM, parish 
priest of the Sanctuario de San Vicente 
de Paul Parish in Quezon City.
 
This novel outreach project by CAO and 
Ayala Museum gives the AdU community 
the rare opportunity to come up close 
and personal with one of the country’s 
masters of Filipino art. In bringing the 
traveling exhibit to Adamson, Botong 
Francisco’s art and legacy have found 
new places to thrive and continue.
 
The exhibit will run at the AdU Art 
Gallery until February 22.

Botong Francisco’s art and legacy 
makes its way to AdU 
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Doing the ribbon-cutting honors during the exhibit opening were former University President Fr. Gregg Bañaga Jr., CM; 
Ms. Ditas Samson, Ayala Museum senior curator; current University President Fr. Marcelo Manimtim, CM, and Prof. 
Albert Tañeda, chairman of NCCA’s Visual Arts Committee. The guests of honor also led the viewing inside the Art 

Gallery (top left). Above and bottom of the page: Included in the exhibit are replicas of some of Botong Francisco’s most 
well-known paintings. 
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Hundreds of Adamson University’s Tinik 
ng Teatro (TNT) alumni trooped back 
to the ST Quadrangle last February 6, 
2016 to celebrate the 30th anniversary 
of their organization with the Tinik ng 
Teatro Alumni Association hosting the 
gathering. Special guest of the night was 
Pasig congressman Roman Romulo who 
delivered the keynote speech. GMA 7 
artist Boobsie Wonderland gave a surprise 
performance during the program. 
 
The TNT anniversary night was preceded 
by a weeklong exhibit held at the Cardinal 
Santos Walkway from February 1 to 5, 
which showcased various memorabilia and 
rare photos of the different productions 
and projects done by TNT in the past 30 
years. The exhibit was formally opened 
by Office for Institutional Advancement 
(OIA) director Eva Dulay, TNT Alumni 
Association president Dexter Dominguez 
(better known as comedian Teri Onor), and 
TNT alumna and Showtime Kalokalike 
2013 Grand Winner Jenny Catuyong. 
 
TNT started as a student-based theater 
organization in Adamson University back 
in 1986 and is now officially considered 
as the oldest theater organization in the 

Tinik ng Teatro celebrates 30 years 

school. “This is a milestone for all of us—three 
decades of fruitful and meaningful journey for 
our beloved organization is no ordinary feat!,” 
Onor exclaimed during the event. A celebrity 
and provincial board member in Bataan, 
Onor assumed the TNT alumni presidency 
on January 1 after two-term president Mark 
Anthony Legaspi succumbed to diabetes 
complications last December. 
 
“I am personally excited over the synergy that 
we will work on with Adamson University 
management, specifically the Cultural Affairs 
Office and the Adamson University Alumni 
Association. We have a pipeline of projects that 
we will pursue in the coming months aimed 
at nurturing and advancing the performing 
arts in Adamson,” Onor added. 
 
For his part Allan Catli, TNT alumni public 
relations officer, asserted that “the presence 
of TNT in Adamson is a testament of the 
university’s holistic student formation that is 
not limited to excellent academic programs, 
but also takes care of the different facets 
of student interest, such as, in our case, the 
performing arts.” 
 
The TNT Alumni Association was formed 
in 2009 in time for the silver anniversary of 

the group, which they celebrated in 2011. 
Since then, the association has been helping 
the school-based members financially in 
the production and marketing of their 
shows. “This year, our assistance to TNT 
school-based members and to our alumni 
will now include livelihood and medical 
assistance and we are also launching very 
soon our scholarship grant to deserving 
school-based or TNT alumni dependents,” 
Onor explained. 
 
The anniversary night paid tribute to the 
1986 founding members of TNT and 
also bestowed a posthumous recognition 
on Legaspi for his contributions and 
dedication to TNT. Legaspi’s brother John 
received the award in his behalf. The event 
also announced TNT’s 2016 recipients of 
the Eduardo Alcalde Achievement Awards: 
Maria Vicenta Medina, United Nations 
volunteer for war-torn countries, and  Adel 
Arguel, professional stage actress and senior 
artist of The Art Production. 
 
Upcoming TNT productions, projects, 
and updates can be accessed through its 
Facebook fan page (https://www.facebook.
com/TinikNgTeatroAduOfficial/).

TNT alumni celebrate a stronger and bolder bond on their 30th anniversary. Right: Pasig City representative Roman Romulo giving his keynote address to the TNT alumni. 

Finally, the Industry Partner Recruitment 
Caravan was held at the BA Multimedia 
on January 22 to end the Guidance Week 
celebration. Students had to chance to get to 
know and interact with the various industry 
partners of the university at this event.

According to Mr. Richmond Yap, director 
of Guidance, Counseling, Testing, and 
Placement Services, all of the activities done 
during the Guidance Week were aimed at 

further fostering students’ improvement and 
well-being and received recommendations 
from the Catholic Bishops Conference of the 
Philippines (CBCP) and the Commission on 
Higher Education (CHED).

Mr. Yap also added that the Guidance Office is 
targeting at least 100 companies to participate 
in the upcoming University Semestral Job 
Fair on March 3 at the ST Quadrangle, which 

will be conducted with the help of Jobs180.
com and Manila Bulletin’s MBclassifiedJOBS.
com. Mark Joseph F. Ramos 

From page 6 

Guidance Office holds Guidance Week 2016...
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The Fr. Leandro Montañana, CM Library 
held a series of activities to celebrate the 
81st National Book Week, which carried 
the theme The Filipino Readers in the Era of 
ASEAN Integration last November 23-27, 
2015.

The event was launched at the ST Quadrangle 
with the opening of the Book Fair and 
was attended by Dr. Catherine Castañeda, 
Vice President for Academic Affairs; Dr. 
Servillano Marquez, Jr., dean of the College 
of Education and Liberal Arts; Dr. Nuna 
Almanzor, Executive Director of the Center 
for Research and Development; Ms. Loreto 
Garcia, Library Director of the University of 
the East; and other guests. It was followed by 
the opening of the Book Exhibit at the LM 
Library and BED-Elementary Library, which 
featured winning works from the Carlos 
Palanca Memorial Awards, Pulitzer Prize, 
Gintong Aklat award, John Newberry award, 
Philippine Board on Books for Young People 
(PBBY) Prize, and the Caldecott Medal. 
The kick-off event was spiced up with a 
performance from special guest Mark Joshua 
Jacobe, an alumnus of the AB Communication 
program and winner of To The Top, a multi-
platform boy band competition on GMA 7. 

Invited book exhibitors were Linar 
Educational Materials, Inc., Forefront Book 
Company, Adarna House, Belview Company 
Inc., EESM Bookstore, Mind Mover 
Publishing House, Creative Mind Books 
Center, Goodwill Trading Co., Inc., F&J De 
Jesus, Inc., Fastbooks Educational Supply, Inc., 
Library Journals Services Corp., IBC Book 
Consolidators, Inc., EDCA, Elsevier, and 
Learning is Fun.

Among other activities conducted during the 
week-long celebration was the storytelling 
activity participated by Grade 1 pupils together 
with advisers Ms. Noemi Segura (Grade 1-St. 
Mary) and Ms. Wilma Alama (Grade 1-St. 
Claire) and held at the BED Library. Doing 
the story telling was Fr. Marcelo Manimtim, 
CM, incoming University President. 
Subsequently, a puppet show was performed 
by the Philippine Information Agency 
Group at the OZ Audio-Visual Room with 
participants coming from Grade 2-St. Joseph, 
Grade 3-St. Anne, and Grade 4-St. Therese.

A forum on Intellectual Property Rights 
was held on November 26 at the University 
Theater. Resource speakers for the forum 
were Atty. Louie Andrew Calvario, Attorney 
VI of the Office of the Director General 
of the Intellectual Property Office of the 
Philippines, and Ms. Milagros Santos-Ong, 
director of the Supreme Court Library.

The week’s celebrations were capped with 
a Mass officiated by Fr. Rene Ruelos, CM 
and an awarding ceremony for the Frequent 
Library Borrowers.

Cited as Frequent Library Borrowers were 
students Gabrielle Therese Fauz Sasuman 
(Elementary), Jamie Nicole Mananquil (High 
School), Emmanuel Jay Edralin (College), 
Rowell Mendoza (Graduate School), and 
Delbert Baguilat (College of Law). Frequent 
borrowers from the ranks of the faculty and 
administrators were Prof. Niela Rosales 
from the College of nursing, Mr. Ernell B. 
Gutierrez, staff from the VPAA office, and 
Prof. Joel Amilhasan Paguirigan, Director of 
the Center for Learning Language.

AdU Library celebrates 81st National Book Week 
In her inspirational message during the 
opening ceremony Dr. Castañeda’s reminded 
the audience of the importance of the Book 
Week celebration: to keep stock of what 
we have read in the past years and explore 
new avenues; to reiterate that “knowledge is 
power,” and that books and e-books equips us 
with that power; to keep us relevant, to train 
us to be holistic and thorough in all policies, 
decisions and be up-to-date with local and 
global development; and to improve our 
communication skills, both oral and written, 
with enriched vocabulary sources.

The NBW is considered as one of the major 
events in the library and information science 
profession. It began when then Governor 
General Frank Murphy signed Proclamation 
No. 696 on June 6, 1934 stating that a National 
Book Week be observed from June 18-24. 
Two years later, President Manuel L. Quezon 
signed Proclamation No. 109 designating the 
period November 24 to 30 of each year as 
National Book Week.

The celebration of 81st National Book Week 
was made successful by the leadership of 
Ms. Helen De Castro, Director of Library 
Services Department and Ms. Helen 
Ordoñez, Head of Readers’ Services section 
with the consolidated efforts of committee 
chairperson Ms. Elvira Pineda, ex-officio 
member Ms. Vivian Lirio, and the whole 
library staff. Significant contributions were 
also given by the Basic Education Department, 
Communication Department, and the Center 
for Guidance, Counseling, Placement and 
Testing Services were also. Kholyn Kaye Lao

New architects for AdU in January 2016 board exams
The College of Architecture has 19 
new licensed architects in its roster of 
professional alumni as reflected in the 
results of the January 2016 licensure 
exam conducted by the Professional 
Regulation Commission (PRC).  

Adamson University achieved an overall 
passing rate of 39.58%, with 19 passers 
out of 48 total examinees. The first-time 
takers surpassed the national passing rate 
with their score of 48.28%, 14 passers 
out 29 first-time examinees.

The new licensed architects are:
Alterado, Mark Wendell J.
Arevalo, Maricris E.
Arollado, Francis N.
Avila, Karl Ian T.
Batayola, Jeffrey O.
Belardo, Dan Emmanuel A.
Belardo, Jan Emmanuel A.
Camet, Mary joy C.
Carpio, Bryan M.
Cuaresmo, Carlo Paulo L.
David, Allan B.
Feria, Janna Lois C.

Go, Jerwel L.
Lontoc, Heidrison A.
Macairan, Karen Ann O.
Miranda, Joselito A.
Paaño, Cherrylen P.
Parumog, Beneleo BJ A.
Udarbe, Miriam-May C. 

The oathtaking will be scheduled to a 
later date by the PRC. 
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Another topnotcher for AdU in Archi Middle East board 
exams 

A d a m s o n 
Univer s i ty 
has another 
name to 
add to its 
g r o w i n g 
list of 
board exam 
topnotchers 
after BS 
Architecture 
g r a d u a t e 
( 2 0 0 1 ) 
O l i v e r 

Rivera landed in the Top 10 of the 
special board exam for architects held 
by in several cities in the Middle East on 
September 2015.

Rivera, who is currently based in Abu 
Dhabi, took sixth place in the Top 10 
with his score of 82.70%. He and 21 
other Architecture alumni took the 
exam, conducted by the Professional 
Regulation Commission (PRC), with 
16 passers out of 22 examinees to give 
the university an overall passing rate of 
72.73%. 

The new licensed architects are:
Añoso, Ruth S.
Caparros, Nhoel A.
Comia, Remiel R.
Dayandante, Paul Hendrix S.
Estole, Jevelyn M.
Gestiada, Joaquin Jr. R.
Gianan, Grace D.

Ibarra, Ehllan J.
Llagas, James Ronio C.
Lonzaga, Heidi D.
Lustre, Rodelh P.
Miranda, Raymond M.
Muel, Danielo Jr. G.
Quimbo, Rolando Jr. T.
Rivera, Oliver S. 
Torio, Frances Therese C. 

The PRC conducted the special board 
exam in Abu Dhabi in the United 
Arab Emirates; Al-Khobar, Jeddah, and 
Riyadh in Saudi Arabia; and Doha in 
Qatar.

Adamsonian educators surpass national passing yet 
again in LET September 2015 exam
Graduates of Adamson University’s 
Bachelor of Education programs 
surpassed once more the national 
averages for the licensure examination 
for teachers (LET) conducted in 
September 2015 by the Professional 
Regulation Commission (PRC). 

The first-time takers for the LET 
elementary level posted a perfect 
passing rate of 100% (9 out 9) while the 
first-time takers for the secondary level 
posted a passing rate of 82.61%, with 38 
out of 46 examinees passing. The overall 
passing rates were 64.29% (9 out of 14) 
for the elementary level examinees and 
50.55% (46 out of 91) for the secondary 
level examinees. 

The new professional educators are:
Accad, Erickson G.
Aglibot, Fideliza J.
Alfelor, Allan D.
Antonil, Norman B.
Aquino, Vilma U.
Arches, Blessherie B.
Badua, Cariza T.
Baloso, Arturo H.

Bernades, Jovanie M.
Bernardo, Eunice Katherine DV.
Caabay, Khezsanna R.
Cabrera, Joy Anne D.
Capulong, Harold Jeffrey B.
Carrido, Airel N.
Chavez, Ian F.
Coloma, Karloz Romio E.
Corod, John Felben P.
Destajo, Hannah Angeline T.
Diampuan, Arapia M.
Dumawa, Judy D.
Duran, Ayelynne S.
Engbino, Hayyahkallahjameel Kristin
Ferrer, Erica Joyce V.
Ferrer, Paciano B.
Florence, Mat C.
Florendo, Roxanne M.
Galicha, Jesrah DR.
Hallig, Melvin G.
Kakisako, Mark Anthony F.
Lavente, Marcelino Jr. L.
Leynes, Michael T.
Limbauan, Virginia C.
Llanes, Marla Franczesca C.
Lopez, Robert Jay M.
Lumabas-Crisostomo, Jem T.
Mallari, Jhoanna M.

Manguilin, Raizonell A.
Mateo, Jesica B.
Miras, Mylene V.
Morallo, Abey Grace B.
Nalanga, Elmer Louie A.
Ongca, Rustom A.
Page, Aileen T.
Palcat, Vincent Gian S.
Quinzon, Glenda P.
Radam, Hyacinth Russel M.
Sagum, Ivy F.
San Gil, Hazel E.
Santias, Analyn J.
Sapungan, Albine P.
Simbahan, Angielyn G.
Supremo, Rea Mae B.
Sy, Ma. Kristina DL.
Vinluan, Jacquieline Michelle O.
Vocales, Roxan L.

The national passing rate for elementary 
level was 31.36%, with 21,461 passers 
out of 68,442 examinees while the 
national rate for the secondary level 
was 41.75%, with 34,010 passers out 
of 81,463 examinees. The oathtaking 
of the new licensed teachers will be 
scheduled by the PRC to a later date. 
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New electronics 
engineers and 
technicians for 
AdU in October 
2015 board exams
Adamson University has a new set 
of licensed electronics engineers 
and electronics technicians after the 
release of the results of the licensure 
examinations held by the Professional 
Regulation Commission (PRC) on 
October 2015. 

The Adamsonian electronics engineers 
posted an overall passing rate of 
43.93%, with 47 passers out of 107 
total examinees. Of the 47 passers, 33 
were first-time takers, translating to a 
43.42% passing rate. Both passing rates 
are higher than the national passing rate 
of 39.94%. 

The new licensed engineers are:
Acebuche, Jesus Jr. C.
Aguilar, Jhimuel E.
Arcilla, Mark Pablo R.
Ardeña, Jan Erickson A.
Balistoy, Dennise Ann B.
Caasi, Cherrie-Lou G.
Cabatac, Mark Tristan Angelo M.
Cainag, Riesha Angelica R.
Cañete, Julius Zernan M.
Carandang, Mark Josell L.
Cauilan, John Robin G.
Cenizal, Mark Myrick P.
De Jesus, Ralph Alwin M.
Dela Peña, Maximo Jr. C.
Del Valle, Maria Arsheena Mae V.
Dioso, Mikko Lorenz B.
Espinosa, Keven Rey P.
Felizardo, Jan Reymar N.
Festijo, Dessa Marie B.
Flores, Jasmine Joy M.
Galang, Arianne V.
Haber, Stephen Melchor H.
Halili, Adrian Daniel B.
Lasam, Mc Arthur D.
Lazaga, Princess Nazarene R.
Lazarte, Jesse Mark III S.

Lim, Liana Jecynth P.
Mañago, Mark Kevin A.
Obico, Paolo Nikko L.
Ocampo, Genea F.
Payuyao, Janira Norielle S.
Pebres, Joseph A.
Pinili, Carl Angelo M.
Porras, Jerron G.
Principe, Gerard Martie V.
Real, Lyra C.
Recto, Lael John S.
Rey, John Ysrael L.
Rico, Maria Katherine Franz C.
Santiago, Robert Martin C.
Segundo, Angelica B.
Sonza, Lester R.
Te, Erika Stephanie A.
Teves, Evagrio II B.
Torres, Jasper B.
Tuazon, Micah Alexis C.
Villar, Krisha Joanne D.

The electronics technicians (ECTs) 
posted better numbers in their licensure 
exam. The ECTs posted an overall 
passing rate of 82.88% with 65 passers 
out 79 total examinees. The rate is 
just under the national passing rate of 
84.82%. The first-time takers posted 
rates closer to the national rate, with 
65 passers out of 77 examinees to give 
AdU an 84.42% passing score.

The new ECTs are:
Acebuche, Jesus Jr. C.
Aguilar, Jhimuel E.
Ardeña, Jan Erickson A.
Azarcon, Jan Marah V.
Benedicto, Zhenzherskie C.
Bron, Ma. Francia
Cabatac, Mark Tristan Angelo M.
Cadag, Mary Hazel O.
Calig, Jessica M.
Canlas, Ricardo Carlo M.
Carandang, Mark Josell L.
Catuan, Beverly Ann C.
Cauilan, John Robin G.
Cenizal, Mark Myrick P.
Cuadra, Jeanalyn H.
De Belen, Elyzan Jay B.
De Jesus, Ralph Alwin M.
Dela Peña, Maximo Jr. C.
Dimarucut, Paolo G. 

Dioso, Mikko Lorenz B.
Divino, David Alfred B.
Felizardo, Jan Reymar N.
Fernandez, Nicole V.
Festijo, Dessa Marie B.
Flores, Jasmine Joy M.
Garcia, Benidict G. 
Haber, Stephen Melchor H.
Halili, Adrian Daniel B.
Hernandez, Princess F.
Jovellano, Dale Terence C.
Lazaga, Princess Nazarene R.
Lorenzo, Gerald Anthony M.
Mabansag, Louie Mhar T.
Madero, Ivy T.
Maliwanag, Gerald Franz C.
Mariñas, Nel Marie P.
Maristela, Alexander Marist C.
Mañago, Mark Kevin A.
Napili, Venci M.
Obico, Paolo Nikko L.
Ocampo, Genea F.
Ocampo, Micah Camille N.
Payuyao, Janira Norielle S.
Pebres, Joseph A.
Peña, Sheila Kathryn R.
Pinili, Carl Angelo M.
Porras, Jerron G.
Real, Lyra C.
Recto, Lael John S.
Regacho, Claudine P.
Santiago, Robert Martin C.
Segundo, Angelica B.
Sonza, Lester R.
Suba, Maria Christine C.
Talledo, Rolando II A.
Te, Erika Stephanie A.
Teves, Evagrio II B.
Tuazon, Micah Alexis C.
Valdez, Patrick John H.
Villar, Krisha Joanne D.
Visita, Patrick A.
Vismanos, Aljon S.
Yangco, Bill Bradley V.
Zornosa, John Emric M.

The name of one passer is still being 
verified as of press time.

Oathtaking of the new engineers and 
ECTs will be set to a later date by the 
PRC. 
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Pharmacy maintains excellent results in January 2016 
licensure exam
The College of Pharmacy maintained 
its excellent performance in the 
licensure examination for pharmacists 
conducted by the Professional 
Regulation Commission (PRC) in 
January 2016.

A total of 24 graduates passed the 
exam out of 32 total examinees. The 
university posted a passing rate of 75%, 
significantly higher than the national 
passing rate of 54.87%. The first-time 
takers posted a high passing rate of 
82.14%, with 23 out of 28 graduates 
passing the exam on their first try.

The new licensed pharmacists are:
Adriano, Rosanine V.
Alipio, Mary Glenn J.
Apita, Brenda L.
Balane, Rachel Ann M.
Baloy, Charina Gail O.
Cariño, Zean Denzel S.
Corral, Manilyn S.
Cortez, Raileen Bernadette N.
Dacutanan, Felice Yra
Durias, Irish Mae A.
Fuentes, Cherry O.
Gacutan, Joy Albert R.
Gervacio, Marjorie Ann C.
Isidoro, Samuel L.

Labagnoy, Apple Vee B.
Lagat, Maria Cristina R.
Lapuz, April Mergelle R.
Mangondato, Noraisa D.
Miralles, Bun Paul F.
Palmes, Joana Marielle I.
Panganiban, Cherrie Mae V.
Prado, Cheene V.
Ricohermoso, Regelyn R.
Yauder, Ella Janine B.

The oathtaking will be set to a later 
date by the PRC. 

New chemical engineers for AdU in November 2015 
board exam
Seven graduates of Adamson 
University’s BS Chemical 
Engineering program are now duly 
licensed professionals after passing 
the licensure examination held on 
November 2015 by the Professional 
Regulation Commission (PRC). 

All seven passers were first-time takers, 
giving the university a passing rate of 

87.50% (7 out of 8) for first-time takers. 
Overall, there were seven passers out 
of 13 examinees, translating to 53.32% 
total passing rate.

The new chemical engineers are:
Arriola, Emmanuel R.
Badiola, Jan Fred T.
Bayon, Lester Lee E.
Dayaca, Ramil A.

Ocreto, Jherwin B.
Planas, John David M.
Rivera, Mark John King G. 

There were a total of 466 passers out of 
874 examinees, resulting in a national 
passing rate of 53.32%. Oathtaking of 
the new engineers will be set to a later 
date by the PRC. 

champions Kim Fajardo and Cyd Demecillo 
of DLSU 21-14, 21-18.
 
Alyssa Valdez and Bea Tan of Ateneo give 
the Lady Falcons its first loss of the season 
with a 13-21, 15-21 defeat on October 11. 
They quickly bounced back, dismantling 
Jaja Santiago and Jasmine Nabor of NU 21-
16, 21-15 and UP’s Vina Alinas and Arielle 
Estranero 21-15, 21-18 on October 16.
 
FEU’s Bernadeth Pons and Kyla Atienza sent 
Paat and Galanza to another loss with a 9-21, 
14-21 decision the following day. The Lady 
Falcons ended the elimination round with 
five wins and two losses, duplicating Ateneo 
and DLSU’s records, but got relegated to 
fourth spot due to quotient system.
 

Paat and Galanza once again face the Lady 
Tamaraws in their final four date in the same 
day, still they bow out 13-21, 19-21 to end 
fourth overall in the team standings.
 
Sudaria and Melgar started their campaign 
with 21-14, 19-21, 10-15 loss against NU’s 
Madzlan Gampong and Bryan Bagunas last 
October 9.
 
The Soaring Falcons split their October 10 
assignments, winning 15-21, 21-16, 15-7 over 
UP’s Alfred Valbuena and Evan Raymundo 
before absorbing a 14-21, 18-21 loss from the 
UST duo of Kris Roy Guzman and Anthony 
Arbasto.
 

They found La Salle’s Levin Dimayuga and 
Carlo Sendo as easy pickings with a 21-10, 
21-14 triumph on October 11.
 
On October 16 eventual champions Marck 
Espejo and Ysay Marasigan of Ateneo 
dismantled their San Marcelino counterparts 
18-21, 19-21 but Sudaria and Melgar bounced 
back against UE’s Edward Camposano and 
Geric Ortega 21-10, 21-5 later in the day.
 
With the last ticket to the Final Four on the 
line, Sudaria and Melgar battled the FEU 
tandem of Greg Dolor and Jude Garcia but 
bowed out 19-21, 16-21 to end at fifth with 
three wins and four losses. 
Mark Joseph F. Ramos   

From page 16 

UAAP beach volleyball: Women’s volley settles for 4th... 



New era at Adamson: Franz Pumaren named new 
Soaring Falcons head coach 

The Adamson University Soaring Falcons 
made its last UAAP Final Four appearance 
in 2011 and won its lone UAAP seniors 
basketball championship in 1977. Looking 
to end this drought and all its misfortunes in 
the basketball program, the University and 
team management named five-time UAAP 
champion coach Franz Pumaren as head 
coach of the men’s varsity basketball team to 
bring its program back into prominence. 

Pumaren was formally introduced as head 
coach in a press conference held December 
4, 2015 at the President’s Office Conference 
Room. Joining him in the coaching staff are 
Jack Santiago and Tonichi Yturri, his former 
assistant coaches at De La Salle University; 
and former Green Archers Don Allado and 
Renren Ritualo, who played their collegiate 
careers under Pumaren. Former interim head 
coach Mike Fermin will remain with AdU to 
complete the new coaching staff.

He will also become the second Green Archer 
after Luigi Trillo (2000-2004) to assume the 
head coach position at Adamson.

“We are putting our full trust on Franz,” said 
outgoing University President Fr. Gregorio 
Bañaga Jr., CM during the press con. “While 
we do not expect an instant transformation, 
we are optimistic that he and his coaching staff 
will build us back to be a highly competitive 
team in the coming seasons and live up to its 
name, the Soaring Falcons.” 

“We want to thank Coach Mike as he 
exceeded the expectation of the management. 
He notched three unexpected wins last season 
and proved the doubters and critics wrong 
and those saying we were going be winless 
last season... He kept the team jelled together 
despite being the coach for only a short 
period of time,” Fr. Bañaga added. Fermin 
led the Soaring Falcons to three morale-
boosting victories last against University of 
the Philippines Fighting Maroons, University 
of the East Red Warriors, and the Green 
Archers.

“We don’t run away from challenges, we are 
not hypocrites. We are here to give Adamson 
a championship,” Pumaren said. Prior to the 

press conference, Pumaren and the coaching 
staff visited the University Museum where 
they saw the lone UAAP seniors basketball 
trophy of the Soaring Falcons on display.

As to how he will handle the team, Pumaren 
promises that it will be an exciting Adamson 
team next year. “We are a start-up company; 
we are working slowly but surely, just like 
what I did with Air 21 in the PBA,” says the 
former head coach of the now defunct PBA 
team Air 21 Express, which saw action from 
2011 to 2014. Pumaren led the seventh seed 
Express in upsetting the second seed and 
twice-to-beat San Miguel Beermen in the 
quarterfinals of 2014 PBA Commissioners 
Cup before falling to eventual champions San 
Mig Super Coffee Mixers in the semifinals.

The team will have their first practice with 
Coach Franz on January 4, 2016. As the 
holidays come, their new mentor has a stern 
reminder for them. “Stay in shape this holiday 
season or you will regret it,” he said. 
Mark Joseph F. Ramos 

New Falcons head coach Franz Pumaren has promised no less than a championship for the team as it looks to rebuild from previous lackluster seasons.  At right together with Fr. Suan 
and Fr. Bañaga is the new coaching staff (from left to right): assistant coach Jack Santiago, Don Allado, Pumaren, Renren Ritualo, former head coach Mike Fermin, and assistant coach 

Tonichi Yturri. 

UAAP beach volleyball: Women’s volley settles for 4th; 
men’s team misses Final 4
One of the consistent performers in the 
beach volleyball field, the men’s and women’s 
teams of Adamson University battled it out 
for the crown in the UAAP Season 78 beach 
volleyball tournament held at the SM Sands 
by the Bay in Pasay City last October 9-21, 
2015.
 

Mylene Paat and Jessica Galanza represented 
the Lady Falcons while Michael Sudaria and 
Rence Melgar suited up for the Soaring 
Falcons.
 
Paat and Galanza started their campaign on a 
high note with a 21-16, 17-21, 15-13 decision 

against reigning champions Rica Rivera and 
Cherry Rondina of UST last October 9.
 
The Lady Falcons then picked up two 
victories on their October 10 assignments by 
thrashing Judith Abil and Glaiza Bendong of 
UE 21-8, 21-7 and knocking out eventual 
Continue to page 15


